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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  
A Special Invitation and LWML Sunday  
  

AS WE GATHER   
 
God has worked faith in our hearts to respond in joy to His gracious invitation. 
But our preoccupation with our personal agendas and the world’s allure can turn 
our hearts away. Jesus couches that problem in a parable. Worse, we might 
think that we can enter heaven, the eternal banquet, on our terms, supposing we 
need not be clothed in Christ’s righteousness alone. Yet God’s preoccupation is 
to keep sending out His special invitation to one and all. What joy Paul leads us 
in as he writes the Epistle! Our current circumstances mean nothing compared 
to the eternal banquet to which we are invited by the overflowing grace of God. 
the upward call of our Savior, who awaits us in His eternal vineyard. 
 

Today is also LWML Sunday. Since 1942, the LWML (Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League) has affirmed each woman’s relationship with Jesus Christ, 
encouraging and equipping Christian women to live out their lives in active 
mission ministry, and to support missions around the world through their 
sacrificial gifts of mites, tithes, offerings, and service. Now is our time to “Be 
Ready to Confess!” faithfully and boldly telling of Christ’s redemptive work for 
us and all the world.”   Today, our LWML ladies serve as ushers/readers for the 
day and supply mite boxes for those who need them.  The color purple is an 
identifying symbol of their activity today.  
  



 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  “Selections from Two-Part Inventions”  J.S. Bach 
     “Fugue in C-Major”     J.S. Bach 
 
GREETING 
 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
OPENING HYMN                 “At the Name of Jesus”       LSB 512 
 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 25:6, 8–9 

 

Pastor: On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

People: He will swallow up death forever. 
 
Pastor: It will be said on that day, 
People: “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save 

us. 
 
Pastor: This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; 
People: let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 
 

 
 
HYMN RESPONSE  “The Feast Is Ready”     [LW 346] 

 

The choir sings the response first, and then all join to sing. 
 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76. Copyright © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: We have heard the invitation but must confess that we have not always 
responded in true faith. But God has promised grace and mercy for Jesus’ 
sake. Let us therefore go to His throne of grace. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and our sinful condition. 



 
Pastor: Father in heaven, 
People: we confess that too often we have turned deaf ears to Your gracious 

invitation. We have thought our plans were most important. We have 
spoken as if You could not hear. We have acted according to the 
expectations of the world around us. Worse, there is no good within 
us by which we can amend our sinful condition. Forgive us for Jesus’ 
sake, and by Your Holy Spirit increase the faith You have worked 
within us. Grant us to reflect in our daily living the righteousness and 
rejoicing we shall know at the wedding feast of the Lamb, Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Pastor: In His great mercy, God has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

He has promised to eat and drink with prophets and apostles at His Table. 
By our Lord’s death and resurrection, your sins have been paid for; your 
seats are reserved. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
HYMN RESPONSE  “The Feast Is Ready”     [LW 346] 

 

The choir sings the response first, and then all join to sing. 
 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76. Copyright © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 
 

 



 WORD  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
  

 
 

 

 

SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. 
People: Deal with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness 

of Your mercy; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen 

 

 



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 25:6–9 
(There is only rejoicing at the heavenly banquet.) 

  
On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 
peoples, a banquet of aged wine-- the best of meats and the finest of wines. On 
this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that 
covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will 
wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people 
from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. In that day they will say, "Surely this is 
our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us.  
  

This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his  
salvation."  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 

EPISTLE: Philippians 4:4–13  
(Knowing the Lord produces contentment in all circumstances.)  

  
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
  

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received 
or heard from me, or seen in me put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 
with you.  
  

I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. 
Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am 
not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever 
the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength.  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 



MINISTRY OF MUSIC     “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”    arr. Wright 
Ascension Choral 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1–14 
(The parable of the wedding feast) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those 
who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to 
come.  
  

"Then he sent some more servants and said, `Tell those who have been invited 
that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.'  
  

"But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 
business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The 
king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city.  
  

"Then he said to his servants, `The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited 
did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 
anyone you find.' So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the 
people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with 
guests.  
  

"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing wedding clothes. `Friend,' he asked, `how did you get in here 
without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless.  
  

"Then the king told the attendants, `Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
  

"For many are invited, but few are chosen."  
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY               “Listen, God is Calling”                 LSB 833 

(Congregation sings the parts marked “ALL”) 
 
 

SERMON   Dress For Success         Pastor Larson             
           Text: Matthew 22:1-14 



 THE LWML LEAGUE PLEDGE (All LWML Ladies Please Rise and Stand) 
 
Pastor: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 

13:8) 
LWML: In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought 

gift of redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are 
and have; 

Pastor: God has entrusted to His people the task of teaching all nations. We thank 
Him for the 75 years He has blessed the work of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League.   

LWML: and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we 
pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of 
us. 

Pastor: That the joyous truth of the Gospel may be known in every generation; 
LWML: We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go 

on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His 
redeeming love, our silver and gold to extend His Kingdom, our 
willingness to do His will with every power of our life, 

Pastor: We are mindful of the shortness of time and uncertainties of life. Preserve 
our faithfulness and strengthen us for service in our communities and 
throughout the world. 

LWML: to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal 
fellowship with Him.  Amen! 

 
 
NICENE CREED   (All Rise)                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray to God Almighty for the Church here and around the world and 

for all people in their various needs. 
 
Heavenly Father, through Isaiah, Your prophet, You promised an end to 
tears, suffering, and death itself when we join You around Your eternal 
feast. Hear us as we pray for people who are suffering this day: those 
displaced because of famine, war or natural disasters; those who are 
suffering under oppressive regimes; and those who have been 
discriminated against, unjustly punished, or forgotten by the greater 
society. Give them just governments and compassionate rulers. May their 
hope in You be strong until they find relief. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 



Pastor: Lord Jesus, healer of our every ill, turn a gracious ear as we pray for 
people near and dear to us: those facing sudden crises, those enduring 
long-term illnesses, those mourning the loss of loved ones, those in conflict 
of any sort, and those concerned about making ends meet, [including . . .]. 
Give them relief, health, and comfort as fits Your gracious plans for them. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: For the women of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, that they 

always be ready to confess in thought, word, and deed, here in our country 
and throughout the world, Christ’s work of redemption for all people, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Holy Spirit, who moved Paul to write about his finding contentment in all 

circumstances, interpret the signs of those whose faith is not as firm as his: 
those who have not truly heard the good news of salvation and those 
whose attention is focused on worldly fears and concerns. Surround them 
with caring brothers and sisters of Christ to bring a ministry of Word and 
Sacrament to nourish their hearts and minds. Use the talents You have 
placed within us to be Your instruments to restore hope and joy as we look 
together to the heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, heavenly Father, for 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

Before we share our monetary gifts or come to the altar for forgiveness through Christ’s Body and 
Blood, we share Christ’s peace, greeting one another with the words such as, “Peace be with you.” 

 

 



OFFERING                “Jesus Shall Reign”                 M. Burkhardt 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  
 
 
 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
 
SANCTUS  “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Divine Service, Setting Three) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created. You revealed Your gracious will through the 
prophets and sent Your Son, by whose death we have been given life. We 
come to Your Table in true faith, rejoicing to receive His body and blood, 
which save us from our sins and nourish us for eternal life. 
Gather us together with all the faithful in His vineyard’s harvest and receive 



us into the heavenly banquet where we shall give You all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 
passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and teach 
us to pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 

 



AGNUS DEI  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”      Joseph Martin 
          Diana Gaide, pianist  
“Lead me, Guide Me”         LSB 721 
“Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” (Verses 1–5)   LSB  631 
“Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free””      LSB 473 
 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
 

Nunc Dimittis (Divine Service, Setting Three) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
We give thanks to You, our guardian gardener, that by Your body and 
blood, the fruit of the tree of the cross, You have nourished us for daily, 
fruitful service in Your vineyard until that day when we enter Your eternal 
presence to join the angelic host and the saints who have gone before us 



to praise Your name into eternity, who with the Father and the Son are one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “Jesus Shall Reign”          LSB 832 
 
POSTLUDE “Jesus Shall Reign”         David Cherwin 

 

 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Scott Ouethy 

             10:30    Don Loptien 
LECTOR           8:00    Lynne Hansen 

             10:30    Carol Shepherd 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Esther Langness 

                10:30    Hannah Schmitt 
USHERS                      8:00 Ladies of the Congregation 

10:30 Ladies of the Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    May Bible 
ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson 
FLOWERS Scott & Stephanie Luethy, in celebration 

of their 34th Anniversary (October 8) 
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