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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  
Forgive Us Our Sins as We Forgive Those Who Sin Against Us 
  

AS WE GATHER 
  
The Readings for today focus on living together under the kingship of God. 
Joseph forgave his brothers, even though they had sold him into slavery. Paul 
urges us not to quarrel over opinions about earthly matters, but to honor the 
Lord in all we do. Jesus tells a parable about God’s overwhelming forgiveness 
and how such forgiveness leads us to forgive others. We can live under the 
kingship of God only because He has forgiven our sins. In Jesus, God has 
removed our sins as far as the east is from the west. We practice such 
forgiveness with one another, living together as the family of Christ. 
  

 



 
 



 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE                             “Now Thank We All Our God”            J.S. Bach 
 
 

GREETING 
 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN     “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”     LSB 670 
  

Congregation, please turn around and face the cross as it processes 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 103:1–5 
 
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
People: and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
 
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
People: and forget not all His benefits, 
 
Pastor: who forgives all your iniquity, 
People: who heals all your diseases, 
 
Pastor: who redeems your life from the pit, 
People: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 
Pastor: who satisfies you with good 
People: so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 

Joseph’s brothers cast him into a pit, sold him into slavery, and then lied to 
their father about what had happened. 



People: We, too, are guilty of sinning against our own families. We have 
harmed our brothers and sisters. We have lied to our parents. We 
have covered up our sins, hoping to get away with evil. 

Pastor: We turn to our heavenly Father, who is merciful and gracious, and repent of 
our sins. 

 
Silence for reflection 
 
Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 

compassion to those who fear Him. He showed compassion to us by 
sending His Son, Jesus Christ, who died for our forgiveness and rose again 
to bring us new life. Because of Jesus, God does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. Therefore, 
as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. As far as the east is from the west, so far does God remove our 
transgressions from us. 

 
 
 
 

 WORD  
 
KYRIE “Kyrie-II” (Sing Latin words)      [LSB 944] 
 

 

 

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”        
LSB 946 

 
 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
O God, our righteousness, restore the broken relationships in Your Church, 
especially between family members. Provide reconciliation and peace 
where Satan has sown division and discord, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 



MINISTRY OF MUSIC    “In Thee Is Gladness”            Gastoldi, arr. Daniel Kallman 
Ascension Chorale, Gloria Dei Ringers, Wednesday Night Live Children’s Choir 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 50:15–2 

(Joseph and his brothers are reconciled.) 
 

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if 
Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?" So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions 
before he died: `This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 
brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now 
please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their 
message came to him, Joseph wept.  
His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your 
slaves," they said.  
But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for 
you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.  
  

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM Psalm 103:1–12           Ascension Chorale           arr. David von Kampen 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, 
bless His holy name! 

 
 

EPISTLE: Romans 14:1–12 
(“Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”) 

 
Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable 
matters.  
One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is 
weak, eats only vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down on 
him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn 
the man who does, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge someone 
else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the 
Lord is able to make him stand.  
One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers 
every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. He who 



regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the 
Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 
himself alone. If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, 
whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord 
of both the dead and the living. You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or 
why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's 
judgment seat. It is  
written:  
   

" `As surely as I live,' says the Lord, `every knee will bow before me; every 
tongue will confess to God.' "  
  

So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
VERSE Matthew 6:14          “If You Forgive When Others Wrong”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by Permission. 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21–35 

(The parable of the unforgiving servant) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 



brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  
Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay 
the debt.  
"The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I 
will pay back everything.' The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt and let him go.  
"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. `Pay back what 
you owe me!' he demanded.  
"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, `Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back.'  
"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  
"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I canceled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' In anger his master turned him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  
"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart." 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “ ‘Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive’ ”                    LSB 843 
 
SERMON   Steering Wheel or Spare Tire?     Pastor Larson 
                     TEXT: Luke 11:5-13 
 
NICENE CREED                                      Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, look with favor upon the nations of the world, 
especially those suffering from war, conflict, disease, and famine. Be their 
peace and healer. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 



Pastor: Lord, You have made us the light of the world. Help us bring Your light and 
love to our workplaces. Direct us to treat our employers, employees, and 
co-workers with fairness and grace, forgiving wrongs as we have been 
forgiven in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, You have given us the wonderful gifts of families and friends. Look 

with favor upon our relationships. Bring reconciliation where there is 
division. Bring love where there is anger. Bring hope where there is 
despair. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, send Your forgiveness to all those who are weighed down by guilt. 

Bring Your resurrection hope to all those who hide their sins in shame. 
Remind them of the baptismal waters, which give them a new identity: child 
of God. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, we pray for all those who are sick, [especially . . .]. Heal their 

diseases, and redeem their lives from the pit. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, we rejoice today with those who celebrate. Thank You for all the 

benefits You have shown to [names of those celebrating birthdays, 
anniversaries, or other joyful events]. We bless Your holy name for Your 
continued compassion and steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, be with all those who are grieving any loss. Today we lift up to you… 

[hurricane victims, names of those who have died recently, others]. Comfort 
them with the power of Your resurrection hope. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Finally, Lord, bless Your Church here and scattered throughout the world. 

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Keep us mindful of Your gracious forgiveness shown to us, the family of 
Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: All these things we bring before You, O Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 
 

 



OFFERING “Festal Fanfare”      (From the Fourth Concerto)  J.S. Bach 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN “Create in Me, O God, a Clean and Pure Heart” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  
 
 



 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
 



SANCTUS  “Holy Lord of Power and Might”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. We give You thanks for the 
redemption and forgiveness that overflows from the cross of Christ and is 
present in this Sacrament. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may faithfully 
eat and drink Christ’s body and blood, forgiving others as we have been 
forgiven. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 
22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 



thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 
passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and teach 
us to pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
AGNUS DEI “O Christ, God’s Sacrificial Lamb”  
 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“O Lord, We Praise Thee”                       LSB 617 
“What Is This Bread”                        LSB 629 
“Come, Let Us Eat” (Leader: lines 1 & 3; Congregation: lines 2 & 4)          LSB 626 
“Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”                     LSB 631 
 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS   
 

Nunc Dimittis (Divine Service, Setting Three) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “Oh That I Had a Thousand Voices” (vs. 1-2, 5)      LSB 816 
 
POSTLUDE “Oh That I Had a Thousand Voices”             Paul Manz 
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden 

             10:30    Michael Lawrenz 
LECTOR           8:00    Tom Munson 

             10:30    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Pete Federico 

                10:30    Lyla Dollar 
USHERS           8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD Sally Atchison, Sharon Siebel, Barb 

Williams 
FLOWERS Georgia Burba, in honor of the birthdays 

of her mother & grandmother and her 
parent’s anniversary 
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