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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Forgive Us Our Sins as We Forgive Those Who Sin Against Us 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
The Readings for today focus on living together under the kingship of God. 
Joseph forgave his brothers, even though they had sold him into slavery. Paul 
urges us not to quarrel over opinions about earthly matters, but to honor the 
Lord in all we do. Jesus tells a parable about God’s overwhelming forgiveness 
and how such forgiveness leads us to forgive others. We can live under the 
kingship of God only because He has forgiven our sins. In Jesus, God has 
removed our sins as far as the east is from the west. We practice such 
forgiveness with one another, living together as the family of Christ. 



GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

THE HEART OF WORSHIP           Redman 
 

When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come;  
Longing just to bring something that's of worth that will bless Your heart. 
 

CHORUS: I'll bring You more than a song,  
  For a song in itself is not what You have required. 
  You search much deeper within through the way things appear; 
  You're looking into my heart.  
  I'm coming back to the heart of worship,  
  And it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
  I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, 
  When it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
 

King of endless worth, no one could express how much You deserve.  
Though I'm weak and poor, all I have is Yours, ev'ry single breath. CHORUS 

LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH  Founds 
 

Lord, I Lift Your name on high; Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life; I’m so glad You came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift Your name on high 

Contemporary  
Service: 

 

Order of Worship 

PASTORAL GREETING       PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the †  

  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



OPENING SONG  MY REDEEMER LIVES             REUBEN MORGAN 
 

I know He rescued my soul  
His blood has covered my sin 
I believe, I believe.  
My shame He's taken away  
My pain is healed in His name I believe, I believe! 
 

I'll raise a banner 'Cause my Lord has conquered the grave 
 

CHORUS:  My Redeemer lives My Redeemer lives 
  My Redeemer lives My Redeemer lives 
 

I know He rescued my soul  
His blood has covered my sin 
I believe, I believe.  
My shame He's taken away  
My pain is healed in His name  
I believe, I believe! 
 

I'll raise a banner  
'Cause my Lord has conquered the grave  
 
CHORUS  x2 
 

You lift my burdens I'll rise with You 
I'm dancing on this mountaintop  
To see Your kingdom come  
CHORUS x3 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Pastor: The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 

Joseph’s brothers cast him into a pit, sold him into slavery, and then lied to 
their father about what had happened. 

People: We, too, are guilty of sinning against our own families. We have 
harmed our brothers and sisters. We have lied to our parents. We 
have covered up our sins, hoping to get away with evil. 

Pastor: We turn to our heavenly Father, who is merciful and gracious, and repent 
  of our sins. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 

compassion to those who fear Him. He showed compassion to us by 
sending His Son, Jesus Christ, who died for our forgiveness and rose 
again to bring us new life. Because of Jesus, God does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. Therefore, 



WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 50:15-21  
(Joseph and his brothers are reconciled.) 

  
When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if 
Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?" So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions 
before he died: `This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 
brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now 
please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their 
message came to him, Joseph wept.  
His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your 
slaves," they said.  
But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for 
you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. As far as the east is from the west, so far does God remove 
our transgressions from us. 



EPISTLE: Romans 14:1-12 
(“Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s”.) 

  
Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable 
matters.  
One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is 
weak, eats only vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down 
on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not 
condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge 
someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will 
stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  
One man considers one day 
more sacred than another; 
another man considers every 
day alike. Each one should be 
fully convinced in his own 
mind. He who regards one day 
as special, does so to the 
Lord. He who eats meat, eats 
to the Lord, for he gives 
thanks to God; and he who 
abstains, does so to the Lord 
and gives thanks to God. For 
none of us lives to himself 
alone and none of us dies to 
himself alone. If we live, we 
live to the Lord; and if we die, 
we die to the Lord. So, 
whether we live or die, we 
belong to the Lord.  
For this very reason, Christ 
died and returned to life so 
that he might be the Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your 
brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. It is written:  
   

" `As surely as I live,' says the Lord, `every knee will bow before me; every 
tongue will confess to God.' "  
 

So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
(The parable of the unforgiving servant) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  
Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. As he began the settlement, a man 
who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, 
the master ordered that he and his wife and 
his children and all that he had be sold to 
repay the debt.  
"The servant fell on his knees before him. 
`Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I will 
pay back everything.' The servant's master 
took pity on him, canceled the debt and let 
him go.  
"But when that servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began 
to choke him. `Pay back what you owe me!' 
he demanded.  
"His fellow servant fell to his knees and 
begged him, `Be patient with me, and I will 
pay you back.'  
"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 

the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their 
master everything that had happened.  
"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I 
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' In anger his master 
turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed.  
"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart." 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Congregation, please stand. 



SERMON   Steering Wheel or Spare Tire       Pastor Larson 
                Text: Luke 11:5-13 

NICENE CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

SONG OF THE DAY             YOU ARE MY KING (AMAZING LOVE)       Foote 
 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken. 
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
because You died and rose again. 
 
I'm forgiven because You were forsaken. 
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
because You died and rose again. 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true;  
It's my joy to honor You. 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true;  
It's my joy to honor You. 
In all I do I honor You. 
 
You are my King. You are my King. 
Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of 
the Lord using… 

Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jenna Lawrenz 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING SONG                       SHOW US CHRIST       Bob Kauflin | Doug Plank 
 

Prepare our hearts O God  
Help us to receive 
Break the hard and stony ground  
Help our unbelief 
Plant Your Word down deep in us  
Cause it to bear fruit 
Open up our ears to hear  
Lead us in Your truth 
 

CHORUS:  Show us Christ show us Christ O God reveal Your glory 
  Through the preaching of Your Word  
  Until every heart confesses Christ is Lord 
 

Your Word is living light  
Upon our darkened eyes 
Guards us through temptations  
Makes the simple wise 
Your Word is food for famished ones  
Freedom for the slave 
Riches for the needy soul  
Come speak to us today  CHORUS 
 

Bridge: Where else can we go Lord Where else can we go 
  You have the words of eternal life  (REPEAT) 
 

CHORUS 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

HOLY COMMUNION   
OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 



O COME TO THE ALTAR                    Chris Brown 
 

Are you hurting and broken within  
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself  
Do you thirst for a drink from the well Jesus is calling 
 

CHORUS:  O come to the altar The Father's arms are open wide 
  Forgiveness was bought with The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes  
Come today there's no reason to wait Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy  
From the ashes a new life is born Jesus is calling  CHORUS X2 
 

Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen  CHORUS X2 
 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown  
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

JESUS MESSIAH Tomlin 
 

He became sin, who knew no sin;  
that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
 

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;  
  Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
  The Rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven; 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine; 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
 

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
 

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. The Lord of all! The Lord of all. 

“ ‘FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE’ ”                 LSB 843        



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH        Maher 
 

Great is Your faithfulness, O God;  
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy  
And nothing can keep us apart. 
 

CHORUS: So, remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
  Remember Your promise O God.  
  Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,  
  Your grace is enough, for me. 
 

Great is Your love and justice, God of Jacob;  
You use the weak to lead the strong.  
You lead us in the song of Your salvation, 
And all Your people sing along. CHORUS 
 

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough, for me.  
 

Remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
Remember Your promise O God. 
Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, for me. 
 

Yeah, Your grace is enough; Heaven reaches out to us. 
Your grace is enough for me. 
God, I sing: Your grace is enough; I'm covered in Your love. 
Your grace is enough for me, for me. 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden 

             10:30    Michael Lawrenz 
LECTOR           8:00    Tom Munson 

             10:30    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Pete Federico 

                10:30    Lyla Dollar 
USHERS           8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD Sally Atchison, Sharon Siebel, Barb 

Williams 
FLOWERS Georgia Burba, in honor of the 

birthdays of her mother & grandmother 
and her parent’s anniversary 
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