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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  
Authority of Jesus 
  

AS WE GATHER 
  
Sometimes it feels as though this time in which we live is the very first time that 
people directly challenge God. Yet this feeling is inaccurate. We are reminded by 
Ezekiel that God’s people were going around saying, “God is not just” already at 
the time of the prophets. Distrust of God has been around even longer, since 
Adam and Eve questioned the goodness of God. In the Gospel, chief priests and 
elders question the authority of Jesus. Nothing new. But Jesus doesn’t react 
angrily. Instead, He lets His actions speak louder than words. With very few 
words, Jesus would go on trial, be wrongly convicted, suffer beatings, be 
mercilessly crucified, and be raised from the grave. In Christ, we need not fear 
scoffers. We don’t need to respond by being snarky. We don’t need to try to 
silence anyone. We simply trust the AUTHORITY of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and follow His way of loving our enemies and praying for those who 
persecute us. Rather than return evil for evil, we turn to the crucified and risen 
Jesus and live. 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  “Crown Him With Many Crowns”  Rick Seaton 
     “Praise!”            Gilbert Martin 
 
GREETING 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN     “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  (verses 1-3)     LSB 525 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Based on Philippians 2:3–11 

 

Pastor: Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 

People: but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 

Pastor: And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

People: Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name 
that is above every name, 

Pastor: so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

People: Therefore, let us do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than ourselves. 

Pastor: Let each of us look not only to our own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 

 

Pastor: Mighty Lord of all, You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
We come to You to confess our sins and to receive Your forgiveness 
through Christ Jesus. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 
 



Pastor: O Lord, 
People: we confess to You that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves. 
Pastor: We have questioned the goodness, justice, and authority of God. 
People: We have at times acted out of rivalry or conceit. 
Pastor: We have looked only to our own interests instead of the interests of others. 
People: We have grumbled and questioned. 
Pastor: We have not been of the same mind. 
People: Our love for You and for one another has faltered. Lead us to true 

repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, both what we have done and left 
undone. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You alone can find us and 
restore us. 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. Remember not the sins of our youth or my 
transgressions; according to Your steadfast love remember us, for the sake 
of Your goodness, O Lord. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 WORD  

 
KYRIE “Kyrie-II”  (Sing the traditional Latin words)   [LSB 944] 
 

 

 

 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”        
LSB 946 

 
 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we 
may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

 



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32  
(The Lord desires all people to turn to Him and live.) 

  
The word of the LORD came to me: "What do you people mean by quoting this  
proverb about the land of Israel: " `The fathers eat sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge'? "As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign 
LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For every living soul 
belongs to me, the father as well as the son--both alike belong to me. The soul 
who sins is the one who will die.  

  

"Yet you say, `The way of the Lord is not just.' Hear, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? If a righteous man turns from his 
righteousness and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he has 
committed he will die. But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he 
has committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life. Because he 
considers all the offenses he has committed and turns away from them, he will 
surely live; he will not die. Yet the house of Israel says, `The way of the Lord is 
not just.' Are my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are 
unjust? "Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his 
ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; 
then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have 
committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign 
LORD. Repent and live!  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
EPISTLE: Philippians 2:1–18  

(Every knee should bow and tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.) 
  

Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the 
whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because 
of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak 
the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  
  

For I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly 
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life 
or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in 
the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 



Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your 
joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, 
I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith 
of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 
This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved--and 
that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC    “Give Me Jesus”    L.L. Fleming       Ascension Chorale 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23–32  

(The chief priests and elders question the authority of Jesus.) 
  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these 
things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?"  
Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. John's baptism--where did it come 
from? Was it from heaven, or from men?"  
They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, `From heaven,' he will 
ask, `Then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say, `From men'--we are afraid 
of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet."  
So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." 
Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 
and said, `Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  
" `I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, `I 
will, sir,' but he did not go.  
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  
"The first," they answered.  
Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you 



the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 
him. 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”            LSB 848 
 
 
SERMON           Pastor Larson 
 
 
NICENE CREED                                      Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: The Lord God calls us to turn to Him and live. So now let us turn to God in 

prayer, looking not only to our own interests but also to the interests of 
others. 
 
God of encouragement, Your steadfast love sustains the Church 
throughout the world. Strengthen the Church wherever two or three are 
gathered in Your name. Preserve us from arrogance, which might cause us 
to despise our neighbors. Help the Church to be in full accord and of one 
mind. Preserve us from grumbling and questioning. Bless the work of 
missionaries and church leaders. Enable all congregations of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to give such witness to Christ that at His name 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess His lordship. Hear us, O 
Lord, 

People: and remember Your mercy and steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: God of justice, You are Ruler of rulers and Leader of leaders. Guide all who 
govern throughout the world, that their ways reflect Your way of justice for 
the poor and mercy for all. Watch over our military personnel in harm’s 
way, and make Your comforting presence known to their families. Protect 
innocent people in war-torn nations. Preserve us from acts of terrorism. 
Reconcile us with our enemies. Hear us, O Lord, 

People: and remember Your mercy and steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: God of encouragement, Your mercy and steadfast love have endured 
throughout the ages in all circumstances. Let Your love sustain and 
encourage those who are facing health issues, [including . . .]. Bless those 



who are in danger, those recovering from hurricanes, earthquakes and 
other disasters, those who are feeling lonely or depressed, and those who 
feel separated from You. Help them to see that even in the midst of 
suffering, You are there with steadfast love. Hear us, O Lord, 

People: and remember Your mercy and steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: God of renewal, You transform our hearts and our spirits and You teach us 
to look not only to ourselves but also to the needs of others. For the 
renewal of Your Church through Martin Luther five hundred years ago, we 
give thanks and pray that the Church continually be renewed by the 
Gospel. Hear us, O Lord, 

People: and remember Your mercy and steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: God of joy, Your Son, Jesus Christ, though He was in very nature God and 
entitled to be worshipped and adored, humbled Himself and gave His own 
life for us and for the whole world. Guide us to love you and others and 
serve You with humility, so that others will see it and be drawn to You and 
turn and live. Hear us, O Lord, 

People: and remember Your mercy and steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: God of compassion, You desire that all people “turn to you and live” (Ez. 
18).  Many of us have relatives and friends who do not know you or have 
rejected you. We now name them silently before you, imploring you to bring 
them to faith in your Son Jesus Christ that they might live forever.  (Silence 
for people to ask God to bring them to faith…)  Hear us, O Lord, 

People: and remember Your mercy and steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: Make us to know Your ways, O Lord; teach us Your paths. Lead us in Your 
truth and teach us, for You are the God of our salvation; for You we wait all 
the day long in the name of the One whose name is exalted above every 
name, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 
 

 



OFFERING    “A Festive Intrada” Cynthia Dobrinski     Gloria Dei Handbell Ringers 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN “Create in Me, O God, a Clean and Pure Heart” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  
 
 
 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
 



SANCTUS  “Holy Lord of Power and Might”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: All thanks and praise to You, Lord God, for Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Thank You for sending Your only-begotten Son to take on our flesh 
and to experience the world You created. Thank You for Jesus’ humbling of 
Himself as He willingly took on the form of a servant and was obedient 
even unto death on a cross. Thank You for raising Him up from the grave 
and exalting His name above every name. Thank You for giving us this 
Meal, where we receive Christ’s body and blood, that our lives may reflect 
the humility and self-sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. Thank You for nourishing 
us in both body and soul with this bread of life.. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 
22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 



 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
AGNUS DEI “O Christ, God’s Sacrificial Lamb”  
 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
Prelude in C# Major     (from the Well-Tempered Clavier II)            by J.S. Bach   

Diana Gaide, pianist  
“What Wondrous Love Is This”       LSB 543 
“Lead Me, Guide Me”         LSB 721 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” (Verses 1-3, 7)   LSB 549 
 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS   
 

Nunc Dimittis (Divine Service, Setting Three) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “Crown Him With Many Crowns” (verses 4-5) LSB 525 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Festal Piece”         G.F. Handel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  

  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER       Scott Luethy 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Biggio 

             10:30    Jude Donovan 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Josh Federico 

                10:30    Reese Stone 
USHERS           8:00    Hank Peepgrass, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    May Bible 
ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson 
FLOWERS Bill & Vicki Redden in joyous celebration 

of their wedding anniversary 
  

CCLI License #1903595  

 

 
  

 


