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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Authority of Jesus 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Sometimes it feels as though this time in which we live is the very first time that 
people directly challenge God. Yet this feeling is inaccurate. We are reminded 
by Ezekiel that God’s people were going around saying, “God is not just” 
already at the time of the prophets. Distrust of God has been around even 
longer, since Adam and Eve questioned the goodness of God. In the Gospel, 
chief priests and elders question the authority of Jesus. Nothing new. But 
Jesus doesn’t react angrily. Instead, He lets His actions speak louder than 
words. With very few words, Jesus would go on trial, be wrongly convicted, 
suffer beatings, be mercilessly crucified, and be raised from the grave. In 
Christ, we need not fear scoffers. We don’t need to respond by being snarky. 
We don’t need to try to silence anyone. We simply trust the AUTHORITY of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection and follow His way of loving our enemies and 
praying for those who persecute us. Rather than return evil for evil, we turn to 
the crucified and risen Jesus and live. 





GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

MAJESTY  Hayford 
 

Majesty, worship His majesty. 
Unto Jesus be all glory, power and praise. 
Majesty, kingdom authority 
Flow from His throne unto His own, His anthem raise. 
 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 
Majesty, worship His majesty. 
Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
 

Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 

LORD REIGN IN ME   Brown 
 

Over all the earth, You reign on high, 
every mountain stream, every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
is that You’d reign in me again. 
 

CHORUS: Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power; 
  over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
  You are the Lord of all I am, 
  so won’t You reign in me again. 
 

Over every thought, over every word, 
may my life reflect the beauty of my Lord; 
‘Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing. 
So won’t you reign in me again. CHORUS X2 

Contemporary Service: 
 

Order of Worship 
PASTORAL GREETING       PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Pastor: Mighty Lord of all, You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

We come to You to confess our sins and to receive Your forgiveness 
through Christ Jesus. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, 
People: we confess to You that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves. 
Pastor: We have questioned the goodness, justice, and authority of God. 
People: We have at times acted out of rivalry or conceit. 
Pastor: We have looked only to our own interests instead of the interests of others. 
People: We have grumbled and questioned. 
Pastor: We have not been of the same mind. 
People: Our love for You and for one another has faltered. Lead us to true 

repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, both what we have done and left 
undone. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You alone can find us and 
restore us. 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
  been from of old. Remember not the sins of our youth or my   
  transgressions; according to Your steadfast love remember us, for the 
  sake of Your goodness, O Lord. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 
  and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

OPENING SONG HALLELUJAH           Brenton Brown | Brian Doerksen 
 

Your love is amazing Steady and unchanging 
Your love is a mountain Firm beneath my feet 
Your love is a myst'ry How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded Your love carries me 
 

CHORUS:  Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah Your love makes me sing 
  Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah Your love makes me sing 
 

Your love is surprising I can feel it rising 
All the joy that's growing Deep inside of me  
Ev'ry time I see You All Your goodness shines through  
I can feel this God song Rising up in me   CHORUS 
 
Your love is amazing Steady and unchanging 
Your love is a mountain Firm beneath my feet 
Your love is a myst'ry How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded Your love carries me  CHORUS 
 
Yes You make me sing  Lord You make me sing sing sing 
Lord You make me sing  CHORUS X2 



WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32  
(The Lord desires all people to turn to Him and live.) 

  
The word of the LORD came to me: "What do you people mean by quoting this  
proverb about the land of Israel: " `The fathers eat sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge'? "As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign 
LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For every living soul 
belongs to me, the father as well as the son--both alike belong to me. The soul 
who sins is the one who will die. 

 

 

"Yet you say, `The way of the Lord is not just.' Hear, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? If a righteous man turns from 
his righteousness and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he has 
committed he will die. But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he 
has committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life. Because he 
considers all the offenses he has committed and turns away from them, he will 
surely live; he will not die. Yet the house of Israel says, `The way of the Lord is 
not just.' Are my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are 
unjust? "Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to 
his ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your 
offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses 
you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O 
house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

  Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



EPISTLE: Philippians 2:1–18  
(Every knee should bow and tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.) 

  
Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the 
whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because 
of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak 
the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  
 

For I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly 
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life 
or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living 
in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far; 

 
but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in the faith, 

 
so that through my being with you again 

your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my 
absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man 
for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will 
be saved--and that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going 
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23–32  
(The chief priests and elders question the authority of Jesus.) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing 
these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?"  
Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. John's baptism--where did it come 
from? Was it from heaven, or from men?"  
They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, `From heaven,' he 

Congregation, please stand. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jenna Lawrenz 

will ask, `Then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say, `From men'--we are 
afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet."  
So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." 
Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 
and said, `Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  
" `I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, `I 
will, sir,' but he did not go.  
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  
"The first," they answered.  
Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show 
you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not 
repent and believe him. 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

SONG OF THE DAY       MORE THAN AMAZING   Lincoln Brewster | Mia Fieldes 
 

You're the One who walked on water And You calmed the raging seas 
You command the highest mountains To fall upon their knees 
You're the One who welcomed sinners And You opened blinded eyes 
You restored the broken-hearted And You brought the dead to life 
Forgetting all our sins  You remember all Your promises 
 

CHORUS: You are amazing  More than amazing 
  Forever our God You're more than enough (You are amazing) 
 

INSTRUMENTAL 
 

With authority You've spoken  And You've set the captive free 
You're the King who came to serve And You're the God who washed our feet 
You're the One who took our burdens And You bled upon the cross 
In Your kindness and Your mercy You became the way for us   
Forgetting all our sins  You remember all Your promises  
  
 

CHORUS:  You are amazing  More than amazing 
  Forever our God You're more than enough REPEAT 
 

BRIDGE: Oh how marvelous Oh how wonderful Oh how glorious You are amazing 
  Oh how marvelous Oh how wonderful Oh how glorious You are (REPEAT) 
 

CHORUS:  You are amazing  More than amazing 
  Forever our God You're more than enough  



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.   

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING SONG                    MIGHTY IS OUR GOD  Greco 
 

Mighty is our God, mighty is our King; Mighty is our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
Glory to our God, glory to our King; Glory to our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
 

His name is higher, higher than any other name; 
His pow’r is greater, for He has created ev’rything. 
 

Mighty is our God, mighty is our King; Mighty is our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
Glory to our God, glory to our King; Glory to our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 

NICENE CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using…
Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

COMMISSIONING OF CHERYL SCHWERIN AS YOUTH COORDINATOR  

SERMON               Pastor Larson 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

HOLY COMMUNION   
OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

YOU ARE MY KING (AMAZING LOVE)            Foote 
 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken. 
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
because You died and rose again. 
 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken. 
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
because You died and rose again. 
 

Amazing love, how can it be 
That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true;  
It's my joy to honor You. 
 

Amazing love, how can it be 
That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true;  
It's my joy to honor You. 
In all I do I honor You. 
 

You are my King. You are my King. 
Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. 

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS  (vs. 1, 4-5) LSB 525 

THE POTTER’S HAND         Zschech 
 

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior, 
I know for sure, all of my days are held in Your hand; 
Crafted into Your perfect plan. 
 

You gently call me into Your presence, 
Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit; 
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through Your eyes. 
 

I'm captured by Your holy calling,  
Set me apart, I know You're drawing me to Yourself;  
Lead me, Lord, I pray. 
 

CHORUS: Take me, mold me, use me, fill me; 
  I give my life to the Potter's hand. 
  Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 
  I give my life to the Potter's hand.X2 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG   LET IT RISE     Davis 
 

Let the glory of the Lord rise among us, 
Let the glory of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the praises of the King rise among us, let it rise. 
 

Let the songs of the Lord rise among us, 
Let the songs of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the joy of the King rise among us, let it rise. 
O, let it rise. O, let it rise. 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER                Scott Luethy 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Biggio 

             10:30    Jude Donovan 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Josh Federico 

                10:30    Reese Stone 
USHERS           8:00    Hank Peepgrass, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    May Bible 
ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson 
FLOWERS Bill & Vicki Redden in joyous 

celebration of their wedding 
anniversary 
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