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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Lost Life for Jesus’ Sake 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

How often might you feel lost—lost among the confusion and details and 
busyness of life? When someone is lost, they forget or do not know where they 
should be going. When someone loses money, their health, or a loved one to 
death, everything from anger to despair to fear take over, and we are tempted to 
think there is no hope. That’s why Jesus’ statement “whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” sounds so strange, 
so backward. We lose our life by daily contrition and repentance as the old Adam 
is drowned. We find ourselves given the gift of eternal life as the new man daily 
arises, and we escape death forever! 
 

 



 PREPARATION  
 
 
 

PRELUDE “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”             Wilbur Held 
  Diana Gaide, organist 

 

 
GREETING               Pastor Larson 
 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL  

 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
 

OPENING HYMN           “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”            LSB 917 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 16:25; Jeremiah 15:19 

 

Pastor: Beloved, Jesus said, “Whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake will find it.” Let us empty ourselves of our fears 
and failures, confessing our sins and asking God to fill us with His peace. 

 
People: Far be it, O Lord, that I should not deny myself, take up my cross, and 

follow You. By Your cross and resurrection give to me Your 
forgiveness and assurance of new life by Your grace. Sin consumes 
me, for I am sinful from birth. Take away my selfish desires and fill me 
with Your love. Help me proclaim Your love in loving service to 
others. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Thus says the Lord, “If you return, I will restore you.” Upon this your 

confession, I as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



 WORD  
 
 
HYMN RESPONSE TO THE CONFESSION  

 
   

 

 
  

 



SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and 

shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our 
cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 15:15–21 

(Jeremiah’s complaint) 
 

  

You understand, O LORD; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on my 
persecutors. You are long-suffering--do not take me away; think of how I suffer 
reproach for your sake. When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and 
my heart's delight, for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty. I never sat in the 
company of revelers, never made merry with them; I sat alone because your 
hand was on me and you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain 
unending and my wound grievous and incurable? Will you be to me like a 
deceptive brook, like a spring that fails? Therefore this is what the LORD says:  
   

"If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not 
worthless, words, you will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but 
you must not turn to them. I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of 
bronze; they will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you to 
rescue and save you," declares the LORD. "I will save you from the hands of the 
wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the cruel."  
  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

  



EPISTLE: Romans 12:9–21 
(Marks of the true Christian) 

  

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking 
in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 
Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is 
right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's 
wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On the 
contrary:  
   

"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21–28 
(Take up your cross and follow Jesus.) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to  
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and  
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This 
shall never happen to you!"  
Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny  
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a 
man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory 



with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has 
done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”                   LSB 531 
 

 

SERMON            “A Religion of Action”        Pastor Larson 
                 TEXT: Romans 12:9-21  

 
 
CONTEMPORARY STATEMENT OF FAITH    
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, source of all life, 
  source of all love, 
  Creator of the Universe and all that is in it, 
    including me. 
 
I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, fully human, fully divine, 
  the only begotten Son of the Father, the Author of salvation, 
  whose death on the cross was so that “all could be saved,” 
    including me. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, He is the voice of the prophets, the true Author of 
Scripture, 
     And the power to believe. 
  He holds together the Universe and all that is in it, 
    including me. 
 
These three are but one God -- indivisible, the ONLY true God -- Non-negotiable, 
  my God. 
 
I believe in the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, God’s holy 
Bride, 
  She exists not by human decision, but by God’s action through water and the 
Word. 
  As God has loved and forgiven us, So we love and forgive others. 
 
Together we wait for the resurrection of the body, 
    And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
Lord God, we give You thanks and praise for Your whole creation but 
especially for Your grace by which You invite all sinners into Your saving 
presence through the cross and resurrection of Your Son. Give us all the 
power to turn in true repentance of our sin to receive Your glorious 
promised forgiveness and gift of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lead all whom You have called to shepherd Your people in Your Holy 

Church that they may faithfully preach the Word of the cross of Christ and 
proclaim His salvation to the joy and salvation of the souls of many. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lead those called to serve us through positions of leadership in the 

government in order that we may live peaceably with all. Direct their words 
and ways to perform justice in punishing evil and praising good, especially 
in the defense of the most helpless among us. Bless all industry and those 
who work, through whom You give us what we need for this body and life. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Comfort and bring peace, patience, and healing to all who are in sorrow or 

need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. Give steady faith and 
confidence to those for whom death draws near. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers 

of learning, and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in 
such measure that people may serve You honorably in church and state, 
and that our lives may be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Individual petitions may be added here. 
 

Pastor: We give You thanks for all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, 
for all the saints through the ages, and especially our loved ones who now 
dwell in Your nearer presence and rest from their labors. [Silence for 
remembrance.] Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at 
last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 



SHARING THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 

(We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 

 
OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY       “God Bless the USA”   Lee Greenwood         Ann Westra, flute 

    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.     
  

People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.     
    

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
               
People: It is right to give Him thanks and 

praise. 

 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word 
of affirmation and belief.  
 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  
 

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.       1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.          Revelation 22:20 



 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER             Solo  

              Pastor Larson 

AGNUS DEI      (Lamb of God) 
 

 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

“Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion”       LSB 559 
“Faith of Our Fathers”         arr. Smith & Hustad 
                    Diana Gaide, organ 
           Anita Baresel, piano 
“Be Strong in the Lord”          LSB 665 
“The Lamb”           LSB 547 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: You have called us, O Lord, to the blessed way of taking up our cross and 
following You. We give You thanks for Your gifts of repentance, faith, and 
the strengthening of our faith, that we may walk in newness of life today, 
tomorrow, and forever; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION Based on Deuteronomy 7:6; Romans 8:39 

 

Pastor: Nourished by the Word of Christ and fed by Christ’s body and blood, you 
are sent out into the world in the name of Jesus to fill the hungry with good 
things.  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN             “Fight the Good Fight”     LSB 664 

 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  
 

POSTLUDE             “Toccata in G Major”      J.S. Bach 
 
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Roger Gaide 

             10:00    Scott Luethy 
ORGANIST              Diana Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Mike Reimnitz 

             10:00    Dave Hitztaler 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jake Faulk 

                10:00    Kayden Erling 
USHERS           8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:00    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:00    Margo Pasha 
ALTAR GUILD Sally Atchison, Sharon Siebel, Barb 

Williams 
FLOWERS Larry & Gayla Buethe, in joyful 

celebration of their 57th anniversary 
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