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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
You are Not Alone 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

One of the great ironies of our contemporary world is that people can live in close 
proximity to one another in large cities and yet feel alone. Surrounded by others, many 
people experience loneliness. Feeling alone can happen because of a broken 
relationship, a chronic illness, or the death of someone near and dear. Today’s 
Readings remind us that God is present for us in the midst of our loneliness. “You are 
a people holy to the Lord your God,” we hear in Deuteronomy, “chosen . . . to be a 
people for His treasured possession.” When Paul poses the question in Romans 8, 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”—the answer is no one. Nothing in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. We 
gather at the altar today to receive Christ’s body and blood, and He is present with us 
when we do so. To a lonely world, and to our lonely times, today’s Readings shout, 
“You are not alone.” Jesus is Immanuel, that is, “God with us.” And no trouble, distress, 
violence, or persecution can overcome God’s present love for us in Jesus Christ. 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE Partitas on “A Mighty Fortress”           Pachelbel, Walter, Petzel 

 

GREETING               Pastor Ginkel 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL  

 
 Congregation, please stand 
 

OPENING HYMN                 “A Mighty Fortress is our God”             LSB 656 

 

INVOCATION 
 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 
People: Amid trouble, distress, and persecution, 



Pastor: Christ Jesus is interceding for us. 
 
People: Amid hunger, loneliness, and danger, 
Pastor: Christ Jesus is interceding for us. 
 
People: Amid violence, powers, heights, and depths, 
Pastor: Christ Jesus is interceding for us. 
 
People: Amid life and death, 
Pastor: Christ Jesus is interceding for us. 
 
People: Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to You. 
 

A time of silence is observed. 
 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: we have sinned against You, mighty God, in thought, word, and deed. 
 
Pastor: When we have lived as though we are separated from Your steadfast love, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
 
Pastor: When our loneliness has caused us to question Your abiding love, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
 
Pastor: When we have let others around us live in loneliness, when all they need is 

a listening ear, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
 
Pastor: When we have separated ourselves from the Church, from friends, from 

our families, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Bring us to 

repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, those of which we are aware and 
those we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You alone 
can find us and restore us. 

 
Pastor: Thus says the Lord God, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 



and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 
 

 WORD  
 
 
KYRIE   Based on Isaiah 44:8; Romans 8:21; Matthew 13:30 

 

Pastor: Lord, who is God alone and besides whom there is no other God, 
People: have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor: Christ Jesus, who has set us free from our bondage to decay that we may 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God, 
People: have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor: Lord, who owns the field of the world and preserves the weeds for the sake 

of Your wheat, 
People: have mercy on us, and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  
  

 
 

 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  You treasure us, O Lord, and You steadfastly love 
Your chosen people. 

People: In the midst of even the worst things that can happen to us, 
we are more than conquerors through the love of Jesus. 

 
Pastor: Help us to know the peace that Your presence brings in the midst 

of our troubles, 
People: and guide us toward the kingdom You promised; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
(Chosen to be a treasured possession) 

  

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out 
of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured  
possession. 
  

The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more  
numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was  
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he 
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from 
the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he 
is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those 
who love him and keep his commandments. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  

  
EPISTLE: Romans 8:28–39 

(Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Jesus.) 
  

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he also  
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters.  And those he predestined, he also called; those he 



called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
  

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge 
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who 
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or  
nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:  
  

“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.”  
  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the  
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 
  
 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:44–52 
(Parables describing the kingdom of God) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
  

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
  

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then 
they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is 
how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from 
the righteous and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be  
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  

“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 
  

“Yes,” they replied. 
  



He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the 
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”        LSB 699 
 

 

SERMON  How Long Must I Be This Way?           Rev. Don Ginkel 
              Text: Romans 7:15 

  
  

NICENE CREED  
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: As the Lord’s treasured possession, a people loved and redeemed through 

our Savior Jesus Christ, let us bring acclamations of praise, cries for 
justice, pleas for mercy, and requests for peace for all those in need in our 
lonely and broken world and for ourselves. 
 
Your steadfast love sustains the Church throughout the world. Strengthen 
the Church wherever two or three are gathered in Your name. Guide the 
Church into all truth. Empower our proclamation of the Gospel, so that the 
world may know the joy of Your kingdom. Bless the work of missionaries 
and church leaders. Enable all congregations of our Synod to be sources of 
God’s love and redemption to the people in the communities in which they 
live. God of steadfast love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You promise that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus. Guide the rulers of our nation and of all the nations of 
the world toward justice, wisdom, mercy, and peace. Watch over our 
military personnel, and make Your comforting presence known to their 
families. Protect innocent people in war-torn nations. Preserve us from acts 
of terrorism. Reconcile us with our enemies. God of steadfast love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You work all things together for good for those who love You. Let Your love 

sustain and encourage those who are facing health troubles, [including . . 
.]. Bless those who are in danger, those who are feeling lonely or 



depressed, and those who feel separated from You. Help them to see that 
even in the midst of suffering, You are there, and that nothing in all creation 
can separate them from Your love for us in Christ Jesus. God of steadfast 
love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You faithfully keep Your covenant promise to love us and redeem us. We 

pray today for those in need who have requested our prayer, [including . . 
.]. God of steadfast love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You provide for the needs of our bodies and souls. Bless the labor of all 

who set their hands to useful tasks—farmers and business owners, 
construction workers and accountants, homemakers and retail workers, 
factory workers and executives. Calm the hearts of the unemployed and 
underemployed. Grant that our land will produce an abundant harvest of 
goods and services that will bless many. Guide our stewardship of the gifts 
You entrust to us. God of steadfast love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You redeemed us from slavery to sin through our Lord Jesus. Guide us to 

recognize Your kingdom at work in this world, and help us so to love You, 
that we serve our neighbors selflessly. God of steadfast love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You conquer death and despair. We give You thanks for those who have 

gone before us and now abide in Your tender arms, [including . . .]. We 
thank You for their life and witness, and how Your grace was shown in 
some way through them. God of steadfast love, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Christ Jesus, the one who died and rose, is interceding for us. We boldly 

entrust our prayers to You, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 

(We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 

 

 
 
 
 
OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY          “Lord, Show the Way”                  J.S. Bach 

Jerry Gerdes, soloist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word 
of affirmation and belief.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.         

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who although we are not home yet, always 
comes with Your Word and Spirit to help us along this pilgrim journey 
toward our eternal home in Your everlasting kingdom. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



 
SANCTUS 
 
  

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.       1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.          Revelation 22:20 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 



LORD’S PRAYER                (Inside Back Cover)  
 
  

AGNUS DEI      (Lamb of God) 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

“When Peace, like a River”         LSB 763 
“Be Still, My Soul”          LSB 752 
Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious             LSB 548 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: We give You thanks, dear Father, for Your promise and presence that have 
carried through both the joys and sorrows of our lives. We gratefully receive 
this gift of Christ’s body and blood through which we are reminded that we 
are never alone, and that nothing in all creation can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
People: Amen. 
 



 

BENEDICTION Based on Deuteronomy 7:6; Romans 8:39 

 

Pastor: You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has 
chosen you to be a people for His treasured possession. Nothing in all 
creation will be able to separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  

 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN             “Church of God, Elect and Glorious”    LSB 646 

 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  
 
 

POSTLUDE               Partita on “O God, Thou Faithful God”      J.S. Bach 

 

 



 

 

Serving in Worship 
  

  
  

  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. Don Ginkel, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Arvin Michel 
ELDER          10:30    Bill Redden 
PRAISE TEAM         10:30    Youth Band 
LECTOR           8:00    Ben Dallet 

             10:30    Carol Shepherd 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Camryn Goff 
USHERS           8:00    Art Gordan, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER          10:30    May Bible 
ALTAR GUILD      Charmaine Rohde, Gloria Gaudreault,  
FLOWERS Mary Farley, in joyful celebration of her 

90th Birthday (July 28)  
  

CCLI License #1903595 
  

 
 


