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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Food for the Soul 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

We face so many arguments about food these days. Go organic. Go gluten free. Go 
low carb. Go vegan. Go GMO free. Our culture is deeply concerned about what sort of 
food we put in our bodies, because the old saying “you are what you eat” is fairly 
accurate. While what sort of food we put into our bodies is an important concern, Jesus 
compels us to make another kind of food an even higher priority than the food we chew 
and digest. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. Jesus feeds five thousand people, thereby revealing that He is the Word 
of God Incarnate, the food that feeds more than our stomachs. Jesus feeds our souls. 
This was foreseen by the prophet Isaiah who wrote, “Come, everyone who thirsts . . . 
incline your ear, and come to Me; hear, that your soul may live.” The food we put into 
our bodies is important. Even more important is to gather in church for food that feeds 
the soul! 
 

 



 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”        Diane Bish 

 

GREETING               Pastor Larson 

 

TOLLING OF THE BELL  

 
 Congregation, please stand 
 

OPENING HYMN                 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”      LSB 686 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: Through Christ we are heirs of the gifts given long ago to the Israelites. 
For the gift of our adoption into the household of God, 

People: we thank You, O Lord! 
Pastor: For the gift of God’s glorious presence with us in Jesus, 
People: we adore You, O Lord! 
Pastor: For the covenants God made with us, especially the covenant of 
forgiveness in Christ, 
People: we praise You, O Lord! 
Pastor: For the Law of God, which guides us and points us to Christ,  
People: we worship You, O Lord! 
Pastor: For freedom to praise and adore our giving God in worship, 
People: we praise You, O Lord! 
Pastor: For the gracious promises of God, fulfilled in Jesus, 
People: we adore You, O Lord! 
Pastor: For the patriarchs, whose struggles with faith teach us the way of following 
God, 
People: we thank You, O Lord! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 55:2b 

 

Pastor: Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to You. 
 

A time of silence is observed. 



Pastor: Together we confess: 
People: We have sinned against You, mighty God, in thought, word, and deed. 
Pastor: When we have been more concerned with the food that feeds our 

stomachs than we are with the food that nurtures our souls, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
Pastor: When we live as if the gifts God provides are less important than some of 

the trivialities with which we use up our time, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
Pastor: When we fill our ears with all sorts of things that cannot give us the life You 

give, 
People: we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Bring us to 

repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, those of which we are aware and 
those we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You alone 
can find us and restore us. 

Pastor: “Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good,” says the Lord, “and delight 
yourselves in rich food.” Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
 
KYRIE    

 
 

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE   
 

 
 
 
SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord of creation, You open wide Your hand and satisfy the 

needs of every living creature. 
People: You feed our souls with the true bread from heaven, Jesus, our 

Savior. 
Pastor: Help us to receive the Bread of Life with joy, 



People: so that we may participate in Your providing bread for the world, both 
body and soul; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:1-5  
(Come, eat and drink without cost.) 

  

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not 
satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the 
richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. See, I have 
made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 
Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will 
come running to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for 
he has endowed you with splendor.” 
  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

  

EPISTLE: Romans 9:1-5 (6-13) 
(Paul anguishes over the people of Israel.) 

  

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the 
Holy Spirit—I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could 
wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, 
those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; 
theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple 
worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the 
human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen. 
  

(It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s 
children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.” In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are 
God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as 
Abraham’s offspring. For this was how the promise was stated: “At the 
appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 
  



Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our 
father Isaac. Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—
in order that God’s purpose in election might stand:  not by works but by him 
who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is written: 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”) 
  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 
 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13–21   
(The Bread of Life feeds five thousand.) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and 
healed their sick. 
As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote 
place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the 
villages and buy themselves some food.” 
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve  
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate 
was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
  

  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”        LSB 641 
 



SERMON                     Grace!!       Pastor Larson 
           Text: Isaiah 55:1-5 
  

 
CREED   First Article, Apostles’ Creed, with explanation 

 
Pastor: I believe in God, the Father Almighty… 
People: …Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given 

me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and 
daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from 
all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty 
to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Relying on Your mercy, which tirelessly seeks the lost and the least and 

transforms the lives of sinners, we bring our prayers before You, our 
merciful and almighty Lord. 

 
Pastor: You give the gift of adopting us into the family of the faithful of this and 

every generation. Enable the Church in this and every place to be a 
blessing to the communities in which we live. Enable pastors to preach the 
Word with power, teachers to teach the Word with wisdom, and all 
believers to serve our neighbors in love. Bless The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod that walking together our voices give a clear, spirited, and 
compassionate witness to the gifts of God in Christ to this hungry world. 
We give thanks for adopting us as Your sons and daughters as we cry, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: You give abundant promises to calm us in the midst of anxiety and trouble. 

Guide all who govern to do so with reverence, impartiality, and 
compassion. Watch over our military personnel in harm’s way, and make 
Your comforting presence known to their families. Protect innocent people 



in war-torn nations. Preserve us from acts of terrorism. Reconcile us with 
our enemies. We give thanks for Your hope-sustaining promises as we cry, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: You give the gift of Your presence when our faith wanes and our hope is 

nearly lost. Comfort all who are experiencing anxiety, all who are sick, all 
who are dying, and all who are mourning, [including . . .]. Help them to see 
that even in the midst of suffering, You are there, and You will never leave 
nor forsake those in trouble. We give thanks for Your glorious presence 
among us as we cry, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: You gather us for worship by Your Spirit, and You fill our hungry hearts with 

good things at the Lord’s Table. Fill us with the Bread of Life that our lives 
may be bread for the hungry and water for those who thirst. We give thanks 
for the gifts we receive in worship as we cry, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: You give the invitation to bring everything to You in prayer. We entrust 

these prayers to You, relying on the promise and trusting in Your gracious 
and merciful disposition toward us through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 

(We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 

 
OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY                   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                  Paul Manz 
                                                                      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word 
of affirmation and belief.  
 
 



 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
    

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
       

People: We lift them to the 
Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to 
the Lord our God.  
               

People: It is right to give Him 
thanks and praise. 

 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who although we are not home yet, always 
comes with Your Word and Spirit to help us along this pilgrim journey 
toward our eternal home in Your everlasting kingdom. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
 
SANCTUS  
 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.       1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.          Revelation 22:20 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                (Inside Back Cover)  
 
 
  

AGNUS DEI      (Lamb of God) 

 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”       LSB 774 
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”       LSB 633 
“Praise and Thanksgiving”         LSB 789 
“Eat This Bread” (Congregation Sings REFRAIN ONLY)    LSB 638 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: You, O Lord, bless us with all the gifts we need to thrive as Your people in 
the world. For the abundance of Your gifts to us, we give You thanks. 
Especially we do thank You for Christ’s body and blood, the Living Bread of 
Heaven, by which our sins are forgiven and we are made one in the Body 
of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION Based on Deuteronomy 7:6; Romans 8:39 

 

Pastor: Nourished by the Word of Christ and fed by Christ’s body and blood, you 
are sent out into the world in the name of Jesus to fill the hungry with good 
things.  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN             “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”    LSB 643 

 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  
 
 

POSTLUDE               “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”        Kristina Langlois 

 
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER                Scott Luethy 
PRAISE TEAM         10:00    Youth Band 
LECTOR           8:00    Mavis Slifka 

             10:00    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Esther Langness 

                10:00    Reese Stone 
USHERS           8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:00    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:00    Denise Lucero 
ALTAR GUILD      Joyce Dowdy, Rita Kratzer, Deb Shiflet 
FLOWERS Edna & Linda Achziger, in celebration of 

Jacob’s 94th birthday and in loving 
memory of Bertha Propstein 
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