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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Ready or Not 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

There are many different opinions in our world about who the Lord is, and 
many of those opinions are based on who people want the Lord to be. What a 
privilege and joy it is that as we gather we don’t need to try to seek and find the 
Lord and His attributes on our own. Instead, He reveals Himself as who He was, 
is, and ever shall be, in and throughout Scripture. We hear this today in our Old 
Testament Reading as God, through Isaiah, calls His people to look and listen 
to Him as He seeks and makes us His redeemed children (Isaiah 51:1–6). As His 
children, we are part of His Body and blessed to complement one other in faith 
and fellowship (Romans 11:33–12:8) and in the confession of who our Savior 
Jesus Christ truly is (Matthew 16:13–20). As He continues to seek and to find, 
and by the calling, gathering, and enlightening by His Holy Spirit through His 
Word, we worship in that promised grace giving certain hope now and in the 
future. 



GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

WHO YOU SAY WE ARE                        Chapman 
 

Oh how great is the love  
The Father has lavished on us 
That we should be called the children of God 
Oh how great was the cost  
The Father was willing to pay 
So we could be called the children of God 
 

CHORUS:  And all that we can say is thank You thank You 
  And all that we can say is thank You thank You 
  We are Your sons we are Your daughters  
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
  So we lift our hands and cry Abba Father  
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
 

Oh how great is Your amazing grace  
That took us as orphans and slaves 
And made us Your heirs and gave us Your name 
There's nothing more that we could ever do  
You finished it all on the cross 
And rose from the grave and brought us with You    CHORUS  x2 
 

Hallelujah we are who You say we are  

BEAUTIFUL ONE Hughes 
 
Wonderful, so wonderful, is Your unfailing love. 
Your cross has spoken mercy over me. 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard,  
no heart could fully know 
how glorious, how beautiful You are. 
Beautiful One, I love You, 
beautiful One, I adore, 
beautiful One, my soul must sing. 
 
Powerful, so powerful, Your glory fills the skies, 
Your mighty works displayed for all to see. 
The beauty of Your majesty awakes my heart to sing. 
How marvelous, how wonderful You are. 
Beautiful One, I love You, 
beautiful One, I adore, 
beautiful One, my soul must sing. 



OPENING SONG                           INDESCRIBABLE Laura Story 
 
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea,  
Creation’s revealing Your majesty. From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring, 
Ev’ry creature unique in the song that it sings. All exclaiming: 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky, 
And You know them by name. You are amazing God; All powerful, untamable. 
Awestruck, we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim You are amazing God. 
 
Who has told ev’ry lightning bolt where it should go 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow? 
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night? None can fathom. 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky, 
And You know them by name.  
You are amazing God; All powerful, untamable. 
Awestruck, we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 
You are amazing God. 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky, 
And You know them by name.  
You are amazing God; All powerful, untamable. 
Awestruck, we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 
You are amazing God. You are amazing God. 

PASTORAL GREETING   PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Contemporary 
Service:  

Order of Worship 



WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 51:1-6  

(Listen, look, and give attention to the salvation of the Lord.) 
  
"Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: Look to 
the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 
look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called 
him he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many. The LORD will 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

Pastor: The Lord, who is the rock of our salvation, invites His people to listen. 
“Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord.” 

People: We confess that we have not listened to the Lord. We have instead 
listened to what our itching ears want to hear and have shut our ears 
to the truth of Your Word. 

Pastor: The Lord invites His people to look. “Look to the rock from which you were 
hewn . . . to Abraham and Sarah.” 

People: We confess that we have not always looked to the Lord for our 
provision, hope, and guidance. We have looked for and to other 
things of this world that have led us astray, through which our 
worship and prayers have faltered. 

Pastor: The Lord invites His people to “Give attention to Me, My people, and give 
ear to Me, My nation.” 

People: We confess that we have become distracted in our earthly pilgrimage. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart, and we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

Pastor: “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the 
heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and 
they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but My salvation will be forever, 
and My righteousness will never be dismayed.” 
 
Upon this, your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. 
And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, the rock on 
whom our confession is made, our hope is built, and our eternal victory 
won, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father † and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



Congregation, please stand. 

EPISTLE: Romans 11:33–12:8 
(Bound together in faith as one body.) 

  

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! "Who has 
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 
"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory 
forever! Amen.  
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I 
say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ 
we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 
We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him 
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it 
is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is 
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it 
cheerfully.  
   
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will 
make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy 
and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing.  
   

"Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my 
justice will become a light to the nations. My righteousness draws near 
speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the 
nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. Lift up your 
eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like 
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. 
But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.  
   
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON               It’s A Dog Eat God Life                                 Pastor Langness                 
                 Text: Matthew 15:21-28 

NICENE CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Larson 

SONG OF THE DAY                 JESUS MESSIAH Tomlin 
 

He became sin, who knew no sin; that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
 

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;  
  Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
  The Rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven; 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine; Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
 

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
 

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. The Lord of all! The Lord of all. 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
(Confession of Jesus as the Christ.) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  
They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets."  
"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"  
Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  
Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven." Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.  
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE OFFERING 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

OFFERTORY                SHOW US CHRIST    Bob Kauflin | Doug Plank 
 
Prepare our hearts O God Help us to receive 
Break the hard and stony ground Help our unbelief 
Plant Your Word down deep in us Cause it to bear fruit 
Open up our ears to hear Lead us in Your truth 
 
CHORUS:  Show us Christ show us Christ O God reveal Your glory 
  Through the preaching of Your Word  
  Until every heart confesses Christ is Lord 
 
Your Word is living light Upon our darkened eyes 
Guards us through temptations Makes the simple wise 
Your Word is food for famished ones Freedom for the slave 
Riches for the needy soul Come speak to us today  CHORUS 
 
Bridge: Where else can we go Lord Where else can we go 
  You have the words of eternal life  (REPEAT) 
 
CHORUS 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and 
 praise. 

HOLY  
COMMUNION   

OUR LORD’S BODY   
AND BLOOD 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH        Maher 
 

Great is Your faithfulness, O God;  
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy  
And nothing can keep us apart. 
 

CHORUS: So, remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
  Remember Your promise O God.  
  Your grace is enough,  
  Your grace is enough,  
  Your grace is enough, for me. 
 

Great is Your love and justice, God of Jacob;  
You use the weak to lead the strong.  
You lead us in the song of Your salvation, 
And all Your people sing along. CHORUS 
 

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough, for me.  
 

Remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
Remember Your promise O God. 
Your grace is enough,  
Your grace is enough,  
Your grace is enough, for me. 
 

Yeah, Your grace is enough;  
Heaven reaches out to us. 
Your grace is enough for me. 
God, I sing: Your grace is enough;  
I'm covered in Your love. 
Your grace is enough for me, for me. 

HE KNOWS MY NAME  Walker 
 

I have a Maker, He formed my heart. 
Before even time began, my life was in His hand. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 
 

I have a Father, He calls me His own. 
He’ll never leave me no matter where I go. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call, 
He hears me when I call. 



COME AS YOU ARE               Crowder, Maher, Glover 
 

Come out of sadness from wherever you've been  
Come broken-hearted let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
 

CHORUS: (So) Lay down your burdens  
  Lay down your shame 
  All who are broken  
  Lift up your face 
  O wanderer come home  
  You're not too far 
  So lay down your hurt lay down your heart  
  Come as you are 
 

There's hope for the hopeless And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure   CHORUS 
 

Come as you are Fall in His arms Come as you are 
 

There's joy for the morning O sinner be still  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal   CHORUS 
 

Come as you are Come as you are Come as you are 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord 
make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † 
give you peace.  

C Amen. 



P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG  GOOD, GOOD FATHER                    Barrett/Brown 
 
I've heard a thousand stories  
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper  
Of love in the dead of night and 
You tell me that You’re pleased  
And that I'm never alone 
 
CHORUS:   You're a Good Good Father It's who You are 
 It's who You are It's who You are And I'm loved by You 

It's who I am, It's who I am, It's who I am   
 
I've seen many searching for answers  
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers  
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need  
Before we say a word  CHORUS 
 
You are perfect in all of Your ways, You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways, You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 
Love so undeniable  
I can hardly speak  
Peace so unexplainable  
I can hardly think  
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still  
As You call me deeper still Into love, love, love CHORUS (x3) 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
PREACHER      Rev. Richard Langness 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Arvin Michel 

             10:00    Don Loptien 
PRAISE TEAM         10:00    Agapes 
LECTOR           8:00    Larry Nisbet 

             10:00    Jude Donovan 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Carter Murray 

                10:00    Katy Coquat 
USHERS           8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:00    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:00    Dave Hitztaler 
ALTAR GUILD      Joyce Dowdy, Rita Kratzer, Deb Shiflet 
FLOWERS Nancy Muldoon, in joyful celebration of 

Patrick Muldoon’s birthday 
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