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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Jesus Welcomes the Weary 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

Are you tired? Are you burdened? Do you feel weary? Jesus says to you: “Come to Me 
. . . and I will give you rest.” As we come to Jesus in faith, He takes our burdens upon 
Himself and gives us rest for our souls. Yoked to Christ in our Baptism, our standing in 
the presence of God the Father is guaranteed because of Him. We gather together for 
worship today, knowing that as Jesus first comes to us with forgiveness and new life, 
we can then offer Him our prayers and praise. This is the Father’s gracious will. May 
He bless us as we gather before Him! 



 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty     Paul Manz 
 
GREETING               Pastor Larson 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL  
 
 Congregation, please stand 
 
OPENING HYMN                 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”       LSB 901 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     Based on Matthew 11:25–30; Romans 7:14–25a 

 
Pastor: Jesus invites you: “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. 
People: Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 

in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
Pastor: Let us come to Jesus in a time of silent prayer. 

 
We silently reflect upon our need for Jesus’ rest and forgiveness. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God, heavenly Father, 
People: We confess that we are burdened by our sin. What we want to do, we 

don’t do. What we end up doing, we know that we are not supposed to 
do. We feel trapped. Your Word teaches us that we cannot escape our 
sinfulness. Only in Your mercy is there rest for our souls and relief 
from the burdens of our hearts. Father, fill us again with the 
assurance of the cross and the empty tomb, that we may receive 
anew the victory that is ours through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: The burdens that are so heavy for you are light for Jesus! As you have now 
confessed your sins, it is my privilege and joy to announce to you that 
Jesus has taken away your burdens by His death and resurrection. 
According to His own command, I, as a servant of the Word and as Your 
pastor, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



 WORD  
 
KYRIE   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  
  

 
 

 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray… Thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 

not chosen to reveal Your truth to the wise and learned, but to those who 
become Your children. Through Your Word, may we come to know You 
and Your Son, Jesus Christ, in whom we find our rest; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen 



 WORD  
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Zechariah 9:9–12  
(The King shall speak peace to the nations.) 

  

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on 
a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners 
from the waterless pit. 
Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore 
twice as much to you. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 

  
EPISTLE: Romans 7:14–25a 

(Paul struggles with the sin within him.)  
  

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.  I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  And if I do 
what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good.  As it is, it is no longer I  
myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For I know that good itself does not dwell in 
me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot 
carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I 
keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is 
sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is 
right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  but I see another law 
at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin at work within me.  What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body that is subject to death?  Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 

 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:25–30 
(Jesus offers rest to all who come to Him.) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Eleventh chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little  
children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 
  

 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 
  

 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come Unto Me Ye Weary”   LSB 684 
 
 
SERMON            The Cure          Pastor John Larson 

       Text: Matthew 11:25-30 
  

  
APOSTLE’S CREED         (Inside Back Cover)  
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
Gracious Father, it is Your gracious will that sinners come to You through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. We thank You for the forgiveness we have in Him 
and for the assurance we are given that You hear and answer us for His 
sake. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord of the Church, You make Yourself known to people all over the world. 

Through the precious Gospel of Christ Jesus, hearts are turning to You and 
voices are raised in Your praise. May all souls who are weary and 
burdened find their rest in You. That we may proclaim Christ to all who 



have yet to trust in Him, bless Your church both here at [name of local 
congregation] and throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Your Word, O Lord, commands us to pray for those in authority over us. 

Bless this land in which we live. May all who lead do so diligently, and may 
all decisions be guided by Your wisdom. Be the shield and fortress for all 
members of the Armed Forces and for all whose work is difficult and 
dangerous. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Great Physician of both soul and body, we lift up before You those who are 

suffering in any way: physically, mentally, relationally, and spiritually, 
[especially . . .]. May they all find their rest in You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: At Your gracious invitation, dear Father, we come today to the Table of 

Your Son. Ready our hearts to receive Christ in faith as He comes to us in 
His body and blood. Just as You are one with the Son and Holy Spirit, 
make us one as we, Your people, share in this most blessed gift. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 
always. 
People: And also with you. 

 
 

  (We greet one another with a word of 
reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 

 
 
 

 
OFFERINGS              
 
OFFERTORY      “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”                    Simeon March 
                                                                 Anita Barasel and Jenna Lawrenz, soloists 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception of New Members 
  

Lyle & Linda Landhuis; Lee Valdez; Adam Wilson & Jackie Viren, 
Elizabeth (Lizzy) Wilson 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.       
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.         
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, 
and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting 
God. In Your great mercy You 
have given Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who has invited all who 
are weary to come unto Him. By 
the sacrifice of His body on the 
cross, You set us free from our 
burdens and give relief to our 
souls. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian faith, 
confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe the 
Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve to live 
faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the 
tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. 
Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come 
forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread 
and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  
 
 



SANCTUS  

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes.      1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.         Revelation 22:20 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                (Inside Back Cover)  
 



AGNUS DEI      (Lamb of God) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB 618 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” LSB 699 
“What Is This Bread” LSB 629 
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” LSB 765 
 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty Father, that You have refreshed us 

through this foretaste of the feast to come. Strengthen our faith and unity 
through this Meal, so that we may lead others to the truth and joy of Your 
eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord and Messiah, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CHORAL BLESSING                “Abide with Me”                                 W. H. Monk 
                                                                   Anita Barasel and Jenna Lawrenz, soloists 
 
 



BENEDICTION Romans 7:25a 
 
Pastor: Who has delivered us from our sins and given relief to our weary souls? 
People: Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN             “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”       LSB 924 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  
 
POSTLUDE               “A Psalm of Thanksgiving”                                 Franklin Ritter 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER            8:00    Norm Finfrock 

                 10:00    Larry Buethe 
PRAISE TEAM         10:00    All Praise Band 
LECTOR           8:00    Scott Luethy 

             10:00    Jude Donovan 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Carter Murray 

                10:00    Isiah Ortiz 
USHERS           8:00    Art Gordan, Members of the    
       Congregation 

              10:00    Jason Dierking, Members of the   
       Congregation 
SERVER         10:00    Margo Pasha 
ALTAR GUILD      Phyllis McConnell, Sharon Seible 
FLOWERS William Dollar, in loving memory of 

Stephen Hunt 
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