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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Not Home Yet 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

With the whole creation we groan together in birthing pains, waiting for the redemption 
of  all things. Things are not how they were intended to be. We are not home yet. This sad 
state of  affairs is the result of  people who are not God playing God. The devil is in on 
this, sowing weeds throughout the field of  this world. But there is no God besides God 
the Holy Trinity, not in heaven above nor on earth below—not you, not me, not anyone. 
The real God has appointed that we and all humanity are saved in hope through the grace 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Our true home is the kingdom of  God introduced by Jesus. 
Along our journey home, even when we do not know what to pray, our hope is sustained 
by the intercessions of  God the Holy Spirit, whose groanings on our behalf  are deeper 
than words can tell. 





GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

As We Gather             Tom Coomes, Fay 
 

As we gather may Your Spirit work within us  
As we gather may we glorify Your name 
Knowing well that as our hearts begin to worship  
We'll be blessed because we came 
We'll be blessed because we came  

PASTORAL GREETING   PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son 
  and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 

Contemporary  
Service: 
Order of  
Worship 

Open The Eyes Of My Heart/Holy, Holy, Holy    Baloche/Dykes 
 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 
 

To see You high and lifted up  Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  As we sing holy holy holy   
 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 
 

Holy holy holy Holy holy holy Holy holy holy I want to see You 
Holy holy holy Holy holy holy Holy holy holy I want to see You 
 

I want to see You 
 

Holy holy holy Lord God Almighty  
Early in the morning Our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy holy holy Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons Blessed Trinity 
 

Holy holy holy Lord God Almighty 
All Thy works shall Praise Thy name In earth and sky and sea 
Holy holy holy Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons Blessed Trinity 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION      
 
Pastor: Only God most high, 
People: the earth is full of Your steadfast love, but we have turned away to 

the many passing loves that arrest our attention. Forgetting there is 
no god besides You, we often think we know what is best for 
ourselves and for others. But we don’t. And so we groan in pain with 
the consequences of our sins. Hear our cry for Jesus’ sake and have 
mercy on us. 

 
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, God—the only God—hears your cry for mercy, blotting 

out your transgressions for His own sake and remembering your sins no 
more. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

OPENING  SONG  Hallelujah, You Are Good        Chapman/Maher 
 

We are standing in-between Hope and despair 
Believing in Your grace And the faith to declare 
You are with us Hallelujah Hallelujah You are good 
 
In the ashes and the dust The sorrow and pain 
Lies the promise of Your word And the pow'r of Your name 
You are with us Hallelujah Hallelujah You are good 
 
And when faith gives way to fear I will trust Your heart I will trust Your heart 
When I cannot feel You near I will trust Your heart I will trust Your heart 
 
There's a message being written With the morning sun 
And a new song for the broken Death has lost love has won 
 
You are with us Hallelujah Hallelujah You are good 
Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah You are good 
 
MEN:   Hallelujah (WOMEN: I have tasted) 
MEN:   Hallelujah (WOMEN: I have seen it) 
TOGETHER:  Hallelujah You are good 
 
MEN:   Hallelujah (WOMEN: I remember) 
MEN:   Hallelujah (WOMEN: I believe it) 
TOGETHER:  Hallelujah You are good 
 
You are with us.  Hallelujah, Hallelujah, You are Good! 



EPISTLE: Romans 8:18-27 
(The Spirit helps our weakness as we wait in hope with all creation.) 

 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  that 
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into 
the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 
sonship, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved. But 
hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?  But 
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
(“Is there a God besides Me?”)  

  
“This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I 
am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is like 
me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has 
happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come—yes, 
let them foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not 
proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God 
besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
(The parable of the weeds of the field)  

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed 
heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
 

“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your 
field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
 

“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
 

“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the 
wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the  
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather 
the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
 

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
 

He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the 
world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the 
people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the 
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
 

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom  
everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Larson 

Congregation, please stand. 



SONG OF THE DAY        COME AS YOU ARE      Crowder, Maher, Glover 
 
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been  
Come broken-hearted let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
 

CHORUS: (So) Lay down your burdens lay down your shame 
  All who are broken lift up your face 
  O wanderer come home You're not too far 
  So lay down your hurt lay down your heart Come as you are 
 
There's hope for the hopeless And all those who've strayed 
Come sit at the table come taste the grace 
There's rest for the weary Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure   CHORUS 
 
Come as you are Fall in His arms Come as you are 
 
There's joy for the morning O sinner be still  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal   CHORUS 
 
Come as you are Come as you are Come as you are 

SERMON  “Just Thistles While You Work”       Pastor Richard Langness
                               Text: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

OFFERTORY SONG  “Minuet” from ‘String Quintet in EM’          Boccherini 
                      Ann Westra, cello solo 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

HOLY COMMUNION   

OUR LORD’S BODY  AND BLOOD 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



O COME TO THE ALTAR                    Chris Brown 
 

Are you hurting and broken within  
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself  
Do you thirst for a drink from the well Jesus is calling 
 

CHORUS:  O come to the altar The Father's arms are open wide 
  Forgiveness was bought with The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes  
Come today there's no reason to wait Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy  
From the ashes a new life is born Jesus is calling  CHORUS X2 
 

Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen  CHORUS X2 
 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown Tell the world of the treasure you've found 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

JESUS, MESSIAH Carson/Tomlin/Cash/Reeves 
 Ann Westra, cello solo 

WHO YOU SAY WE ARE                      Chapman 
 
Oh how great is the love The Father has lavished on us 
That we should be called the children of God Oh how great was the cost  
The Father was willing to pay So we could be called the children of God 
 

CHORUS:  And all that we can say is thank You thank You 
  And all that we can say is thank You thank You 
  We are Your sons we are Your daughters  
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
  So we lift our hands and cry Abba Father  
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
 

Oh how great is Your amazing grace That took us as orphans and slaves 
And made us Your heirs and gave us Your name  
There's nothing more that we could ever do You finished it all on the cross 
And rose from the grave and brought us with You    CHORUS  x2 
 

Hallelujah we are who You say we are  



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG  FOREVER                  TOMLIN 

Give thanks to the Lord—Our God and King 
His love endures forever 
For He is good He is above all things 
His love endures forever—Sing praise sing praise 
 
With a mighty hand—And an outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 
For the life that's been reborn—His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise 
 
Forever God is faithful—Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us—Forever forever 
 
From the rising to the setting sun—His love endures forever 
And by the grace of God—We will carry on 
His love endures forever—Sing praise sing praise 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  

  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
PREACHER      The Rev. Richard Langness 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER            8:00    Norm Finfrock 
           10:00    Michael Lawrenz 
PRAISE TEAM         10:00    Agape 
LECTOR           8:00    Clyde Wiggins 

             10:00    Margo Pasha 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Crissy Coon 

                10:00    Kayden Erling 
USHERS           8:00    Art Gordan, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:00    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:00    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD      Charmaine Rohde, Gloria Gaudreault,  
FLOWERS Carol Mickelson, in loving memory of Ron  
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