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The Spirit of  Adoption as Sons 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Fear always leads us back into bondage to our ego-based programs for success 
in this world. This is “the flesh” of  which Paul speaks in today’s Epistle. But 
we don’t owe that fleshly program anything. Following the path of  self-
preservation or self-advancement at the expense of  others leads to death. 
Rather, by faith in Jesus we are led by the Spirit of  God, having been adopted 
as sons and daughters in Holy Baptism. This Spirit of  adoption grants full 
sonship and leads us to join Jesus in boldly addressing God as our “Abba! 
Father!” 



GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

PASTORAL GREETING   PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Contemporary Service: 
Order of Worship 

HE KNOWS MY NAME Tommy Walker 
 
I have a Maker, He formed my heart. 
Before even time began, my life was in His hand. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 
 
I have a Father, He calls me His own. 
He’ll never leave me no matter where I go. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call, 
He hears me when I call. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Abba! Father! 
People: How easily we turn a deaf ear to Your living voice in Your Word both 

when You call us to honest account for our thoughts, words, and 
actions, and also when You speak graciously of Your tender fatherly 
love for us. By living according to our egocentric plans for success, 
we live the lie that we are somehow indebted to the flesh to fulfill its 
lustful desires. Have mercy on us, O God, forgive our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. 

Pastor: People loved by Jesus, you have not received the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons and 
daughters, by whom we cry together: 

People: “Abba! Father!” 
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

OPENING  SONG        OUR GOD  Redman/Tomlin/Reeves 
 

Water You turned into wine,  
opened the eyes of the blind; 
There’s no one like You,  
none like You. 
 

Into the darkness You shine,  
out of the ashes, we rise; 
There’s no one like You,  
none like You. 
 

CHORUS: Our God is greater, our God is stronger;  
  God, You are higher than any other. 
  Our God is healer, awesome in power,  
  our God, our God. 
 

Into the darkness You shine,  
out of the ashes, we rise; 
There’s no one like You,  
none like You. CHORUS 
 

And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
What could stand against? CHORUS 
 

And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
What could stand against? CHORUS 



EPISTLE: Romans 8:12–17 
(The Spirit of adoption as sons) 

 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 
according to it. For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. For those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are the children of God.  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so 
that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption 
to sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba,  Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may 
also share in his glory. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:10–13  

(God’s Word accomplishes His purposes.) 

 
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without  
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 
and bread for the eater,  so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return 
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it.  You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  Instead 
of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This 
will be for the Lord’s renown,  for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.” 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Congregation, please stand. 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

People: Amen. 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC                 Powerful Guardian          G.F. Handel 
(Abba, Father! God preserves His Children) 

              Soloists, Ed and Gwen Geisler 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
(The Word of the Kingdom as seed being sown)  

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on 
the shore.  Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to 
sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 
came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, 
where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  Whoever 
has ears, let them hear.” 
 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the  
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the 
path.  The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at 
once receives it with joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.  The 
seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries 
of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.  But the 
seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. 
This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jenna Lawrenz 



SONG OF THE DAY        WHO YOU SAY WE ARE       Chapman 
 
Oh how great is the love The Father has lavished on us 
That we should be called the children of God 
Oh how great was the cost The Father was willing to pay 
So we could be called the children of God 
 

CHORUS:  And all that we can say is thank You thank You 
  And all that we can say is thank You thank You 
  We are Your sons we are Your daughters  
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
  So we lift our hands and cry Abba Father  
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
  Hallelujah we are who You say we are 
 

Oh how great is  
Your amazing grace  
That took us as  
orphans and slaves 
And made us Your heirs and  
gave us Your name 
There's nothing more  
that we could ever do  
You finished it all on the cross 
And rose from the grave  
and brought us with You     
CHORUS  x2 
 

Hallelujah we are who  
You say we are  

SERMON            The Fruit of the Spirit     Stephen Winkler 
        Text: Galatians 5:22-23 

NICENE CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

MINISTRY OF MUSIC DURING OFFERING 
 
 Since Jesus Came Into My Heart                    arr. Michael Cox 
             Diana Gaide, pianist 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

HOLY COMMUNION   

OUR LORD’S BODY  AND BLOOD 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



O COME TO THE ALTAR                    Chris Brown 
 

Are you hurting and broken within  
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself  
Do you thirst for a drink from the well Jesus is calling 
 

CHORUS:  O come to the altar  
  The Father's arms are open wide 
  Forgiveness was bought with  
  The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes  
Come today there's no reason to wait Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy  
From the ashes a new life is born Jesus is calling  CHORUS X2 
 

Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen  CHORUS X2 
 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown Tell the world of the treasure you've found 

THE HEART OF WORSHIP               BALOCHE 
 

When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come;  
Longing just to bring something that's of worth that will bless Your heart. 
I'll bring You more than a song, For a song in itself is not what You have required. 
You search much deeper within through the way things appear;  
You're looking into my heart. 
 

CHORUS: I'm coming back to the heart of worship,  
  And it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
  I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it,  
  When it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
 

King of endless worth, no one could express how much You deserve.  
Though I'm weak and poor, all I have is Yours, ev'ry single breath. 
I'll bring You more than a song, For a song in itself is not what You have required. 
You search much deeper within through the way things appear; 
You're looking into my heart. Chorus (2 X) 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 



Good Good Father            Anthony Brown | Pat Barrett 
 

I've heard a thousand stories  
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper  
Of love in the dead of night and 
You tell me that You’re pleased  
And that I'm never alone 
 

CHORUS:  You're a Good Good Father It's who You are 
  It's who You are It's who You are And I'm loved by You 
  It's who I am, It's who I am, It's who I am   
 

I've seen many searching for answers  
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers  
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need  
Before we say a word  CHORUS 
 

You are perfect in all of Your ways,  
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways,  
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 

Love so undeniable  
I can hardly speak  
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think  
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still  
As You call me deeper still Into love, love, love  
 

CHORUS (x3) 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG  MY REDEEMER LIVES             REUBEN MORGAN 

I know He rescued my soul  
His blood has covered my sin 
I believe, I believe.  
My shame He's taken away  
My pain is healed in His name I believe, I believe! 
 

I'll raise a banner 'Cause my Lord has conquered the grave 
 

CHORUS:  My Redeemer lives My Redeemer lives 
  My Redeemer lives My Redeemer lives 
 

I know He rescued my soul  
His blood has covered my sin 
I believe, I believe.  
My shame He's taken away  
My pain is healed in His name  
I believe, I believe! 
 

I'll raise a banner  
'Cause my Lord has conquered the grave  
 
CHORUS  x2 
 

You lift my burdens I'll rise with You 
I'm dancing on this mountaintop  
To see Your kingdom come  
CHORUS x3 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  

  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Stephen Winkler, Lay Deacon 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER        Scott Luethy 
PRAISE TEAM         10:00    All Praise Bands 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Dowdy 

             10:00    Dave Hitztaler 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Josh Federico 

                10:00    Katy Coquat 
USHERS           8:00    Art Gordan, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:00    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:00    Helen Hartman 
ALTAR GUILD      Charmaine Rohde, Gloria Gaudreault,  
FLOWERS Nancy Muldoon, in loving memory of Marj 

& Chuck Lugton’s & Uncle Norman’s 
birthdays  

  
CCLI License #1903595 


