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THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
 

What Does This Mean? 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

“What does this mean?” This question might sound familiar to anyone who has spent 
time studying Luther’s Small Catechism. As the catechism covers each of the Six Chief 
Parts, the question is asked again and again: “What does this mean?” And then 
explanation follows. This same question was asked by many in the crowd on the Day 
of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2. As the people hear and see these miraculous 
events, they are amazed and perplexed, asking one another, “What does this mean?” 
In the verses that follow, Peter gives explanation from the Old Testament. He 
proclaims that God has fulfilled His promise to “pour out His Spirit on all flesh.” The gift 
of the Holy Spirit has been given for all nations. As you celebrate the Day of Pentecost 
today, reflect on these events by asking yourself, “What does this mean—for me?” 



 

 
 



 
 PREPARATION  

 
 

PRELUDE                   “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”                       Paul Manz 

 
 

GREETING               Pastor Larson 
 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL  

 
 Congregation, please stand 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN    “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”             LSB 913 
 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: On the Day of Pentecost, we begin in the name of our Triune God, which 
was placed on us at our Baptism.  
In the name of the Father, 

People: who created us. 
Pastor: In the name of the  Son, 
People: who redeemed us. 
Pastor: In the name of the Holy Spirit, 
People: who sanctifies us.  Amen. 
 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES      Liturgical Text 

 

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, 
People: fill the hearts of the faithful, 
Pastor: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 
People: Alleluia! 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Based on Psalm 25:7, 11 
 

Pastor: The psalmist prays and confesses, saying: 
People: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according 

to Your steadfast love remember me. For Your name’s sake, O LORD, 
pardon my guilt, for it is great. 

 



Pastor: These words of confession are our prayer too. In repentant faith, we 
acknowledge our sin. We ask that the Lord look upon us, who are by nature 
sinful and unclean, and remember His steadfast love. We repent of our 
great guilt and ask that the Lord would pardon it for the sake of the name of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Pastor: According to His steadfast love, the Lord remembers you and has mercy 

upon you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 
 



 WORD  
 

KYRIE

  
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE

  



SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O God, 

People: You poured out Your Holy Spirt on the Day of Pentecost, that Your 
mighty works might be proclaimed. 

Pastor: Pour out Your Spirit today through Word and Sacrament, that Your name 
might be glorified in our lives;  

People: through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Numbers 11:24–30  

(Moses desires the Lord to put His Spirit on His people.) 

 
 
So Moses went out and told the people what the Lord had said. He brought together 
seventy of their elders and had them stand around the tent. Then the Lord came down 
in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took some of the power of the Spirit that was 
on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they 
prophesied—but did not do so again. 
 

However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. 
They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also 
rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. A young man ran and told Moses, 
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 
 

Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, 
“Moses, my lord, stop them!” 
 

But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” Then Moses and the elders of 
Israel returned to the camp. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING Acts 2:1–21  (The Day of Pentecost) 
 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 

heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 

because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they 

asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews 

and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 

God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does 

this mean?” 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in 

the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream 

dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on 

the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the 

Lord. And everyone who calls   on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



VERSE         Liturgical Text  

 
 
All: Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them 

the fire of Your love. Alleluia. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 7:37–39  

(Out of believers in Christ will flow rivers of living water.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventh chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has 
said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been 
given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  LSB 497 
 

 

SERMON            Insufficient      Pastor John Larson 
Text: Acts 2:1-21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED IN CATECHETICAL FORM  

 

Pastor: As we celebrate the Lord pouring out the Holy Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost, we join in confessing the words of the Third Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed, as well as its explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism. 

 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
 
People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by 
the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily 
and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the 
Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me 
and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

[The stanzas of the hymn “To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray” (LSB 768) are used as petitions for the 
Prayer of the Church. These petitions will be spoken.] 

 
Pastor: On this Day of Pentecost, we join our hearts and voices that in our Savior’s 

name, to God the Holy Spirit, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
the faithful, 

 
People: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

To God the Holy Spirit let us pray 
For the true faith needed on our way 
That He may defend us when life is ending 
And from exile home we are wending. 
Lord, have mercy!  

 



Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 
People: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

O sweetest Love, Your grace on us bestow; 
Set our hearts with sacred fire aglow 
That with hearts united we love each other, 
Ev’ry stranger, sister, and brother. 
Lord, have mercy! 

 
Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 
People: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

Transcendent Comfort in our ev’ry need, 
Help us neither scorn nor death to heed 
That we may not falter nor courage fail us 
When the foe shall taunt and assail us. 
Lord, have mercy! 

 
Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 
People: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light; 
Teach us Jesus Christ to know aright 
That we may abide in the Lord who bought us, 
Till to our true home He has brought us. 
Lord, have mercy! 

 
Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 
People: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 
 

Special petitions may follow… 
 

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 
People: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 
 
Pastor: O Lord, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn text: Copyright © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

 



OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY “Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord”     Paul Manz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       

People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.         

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word 
of affirmation and belief.  



 

PROPER PREFACE 
 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places, give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has not left us alone following His 
ascension to Your right hand, but has kept His promise to send the Holy 
Spirit, whom You continue to pour out on Your people by the Means of 
Grace. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
 

SANCTUS  

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 
on the cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
People: Amen. 



 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.          

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.           
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. 
Sanctified and kept in the one true faith, we pray the prayer Jesus taught 
us. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Inside back cover of Hymn Book 

 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 

(We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI  (Lamb of God) 

 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”       LSB 496 
“Father Welcomes”        LSB 605 
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”       LSB 650 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION        Liturgical Text 

 

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, 
People: fill the hearts of the faithful, 
Pastor: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 
People: Alleluia! 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 
 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN             “O Day Full of Grace”      LSB 503 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  
  
POSTLUDE             “Toccata Brevis”       Ovid Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Serving in Worship 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
 
ELDER    8:00    Arvin Michel 

                 10:00    Michael Lawrenz 
PRAISE TEAM         10:00    Youth Band 
LECTOR           8:00    Annette Wolfer 

             10:00    Matgo Pasha 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Camryn Goff 

                10:00    Katy Coquat 
USHERS           8:00    Members of the Congregation 

              10:00    Members of the Congregation 
SERVER         10:00    May Bible 
ALTAR GUILD      Rita Kratzer, Sharon Seible,  

Cathy Utecht, Barb Williams 
FLOWERS Clyde and Ruth Wiggin, in loving 

memory of Kathy, Chris and Louis 
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