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GOD AND COUNTRY 
CELEBRATION 
 
Freedom 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

As we once again celebrate our 
nation’s independence, we will hear 
much about freedom. As citizens, 
we give thanks for the blessings we 
have and for the many who fought 
for and paid the price for our 
liberties. While we certainly do not 
worship our nation, we appropriately 
honor and give thanks to God for 
this land in which we can freely 
worship the one true God. As this 
national celebration then passes, 
we are joyful that we don’t need an 

annual holiday to recognize true freedom as Christians. Daily we hold fast to the 
wonderful news that the battle has been fought and the price has been paid by our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that we may have freedom from sin, eternal death, and 
the devil. Today we hear the Spirit-inspired words of the apostle Paul from Galatians 
and learn more about what real freedom is, guidance for lives lived in that freedom, 
and the fruit freely given to us through the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC   God and Country Favorites  
 

DUET PRELUDE Hymns of God and Country       Nielson/Young 
      Diana Gaide, piano and Michael Zehnder, organ 

 

GREETING               Pastor Larson 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL  

 
 Congregation, please stand 
 

 
 



OPENING HYMN                 “Who Could Have Dreamt a Land Like This”   
                  Tune: “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
OPENING SENTENCES          Galatians 5:1, 16  

 
 

Pastor: For freedom Christ has set us free; 
People: stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
Pastor: Walk by the Spirit, 
People: and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us pray and confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence for reflection on personal sins we wish to confess to Jesus 
 
Pastor: Lord God, You have given us freedom and called us to follow Your only-

begotten Son, to learn from Him, to live and grow in Him, and to tell others 
of Him. 

People: But we have been distracted by the responsibilities, the busyness, 
and the temptations of daily life in this world as we sin against You 
and one another in thought, word, and deed by what we have done 
and left undone, not loving You with our whole heart, and not loving 
others as ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. 
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
For freedom Christ has set us free! May He who began this good work in 
you bring it to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 
 

 WORD  
 
KYRIE 
 
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For those who still walk in darkness that the light of Christ may 

shine on them, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For those who face persecution that they may stand strong and 

continue to confess “Christ is Lord,” let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For our strength and discernment as we struggle with the spirits of 

this age that threaten to lead us away from You, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 



 
Pastor: For our country, torn by political divisions and selfish intent, that 

there may be unity and working together as “one nation, under 
God” for the good of all. 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Before You, Lord, We Bow”                 LSB 966 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our 
refuge, our fortress, our 
God in whom we trust, 
hear our prayers this 
day. 

People: As you have done for  



Your people throughout the centuries, defend us from persecution, 
stand with us in our struggles, give us strength to stand firm in the 
face of fear and uncertainty, and raise us up with Your mighty right 
hand. 

 
Pastor: Lead us by Your Spirit in these last days as we bring Your name to bear in 

all circumstances and as we live our lives as Your chosen people. 
People: For You live and reign as one God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—now 

and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 WORD  
 

FIRST READING: Romans 13:1–7  
(Paul urges obedience to God-given civil government.) 

 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is 
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 
Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do 
you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for 
nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 
  

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 
their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, 
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then 
honor. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
(Freedom in Christ and life by the Spirit) 

  

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
  

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 
the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up  
in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you keep on biting and 
devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 
  

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 



nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit 
what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the law. 
  

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit.  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

   
 Congregation, please stand. 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC (10 a.m. Only) Lord, Show the Way        J.S. Bach 

              Jerry Gerdes, soloist 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31–38 
(The truth will set you free.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 
They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been 
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a 
slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. I know that you are Abraham’s 
descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my 
word. I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what 
you have heard from your father.” 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
 



Children’s Message   (10 a.m. Worship only)   Pastor Larson 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored”    

        Tune: Come, You Thankful People Come 
 

 
 

 
 



SERMON          A Wise Prayer for a Nation    Pastor Larson 
           Text: I Kings 8:22-61 
 
 
 

A CONTEMPORARY CREED   

  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, source of all life, source of all love, 
  Creator of the Universe and all that is in it,  
    including me. 
  

I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, fully human, fully divine,  
  the only begotten Son of the Father, the Author of salvation,  
  whose death on the cross was so that “all could be saved,” 
    including me. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, He is the voice of the prophets,  
   the true Author of Scripture, And the power to believe  
   He holds together the Universe and all that is in it, 
    including me. 
  

These three are but one God, indivisible, the ONLY true God, non-negotiable  
   my God. 
  

I believe in the communion of saints, God’s holy Bride,  
  She exists not by human decision, but by God’s action through water  
  and the Word As God has loved and forgiven us, 
    So we love and forgive others. 
  

Together we wait for the resurrection of the body,  
  And the life of the world to come.   
    Amen. 
  

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. Almighty God, You sacrificed Your Son that we 
may be set free from the power of sin and eternal death. We give thanks for 
those who have gone before us in faith and for those who have sacrificed 
their lives in service to this country, that we may freely worship You and call 
upon Your name in thanksgiving and in time of need. 

 



HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  (Sts. 1–2; LSB 733) 

 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
    And our eternal home: 

 
2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
    And our defense is sure. 

 
 

Pastor: Gracious Lord, You have blessed this land with the bounties of farm and 
factory, the beauty of forest and mountain, and You continue to provide our 
daily bread in what we need for this body and life. Continue to bless this 
nation, state, and community. Preserve our liberties, and enable our 
leaders to govern with wisdom and justice. Give us willing hearts to 
observe laws of order and to work together for the common good of others. 
Guard us from calamities and disaster, and continue to call many to true 
freedom in You both now and for eternity to come through Christ, our Lord 
and Savior. 

 
 
 
HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”     (Sts. 3–4; LSB 733)] 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 
    Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
    To endless years the same. 

 
4b Thy word commands our flesh to dust: 

    “Return, ye sons of men!” 
All nations rose from earth at first 
    And turn to earth again. 

 
 

Pastor: Merciful Father, You are our help in ages past and our hope for years to 
come. We humbly ask You to be the help for those now in need facing 
physical trials, uncertainty, and grief, [especially . . .]. Grant them trust and 
faith in Your promises to come. When times are prosperous, let our hearts 
be thankful, and in troubled times, do not let our trust in You fail. 

 

 



HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  (Sts. 5–6; LSB 733) 

 

5b Like flow’ry fields the nations stand, 
    Pleased with the morning light; 
The flow’rs beneath the mower’s hand 
    Lie with’ring ere ’tis night. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY     “Battle Hymn of the Republic”       arr. Julia Ward Howe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word 
of affirmation and belief.  
 
 



 SACRAMENT  
PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.         

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 
SANCTUS  

 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                (Inside Back Cover)  
 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 

(We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 
 
 
 

AGNUS DEI      (Lamb of God) 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Once to Every Man and Nation       arr. Diana Gaide 
              Diana Gaide, pianist 
 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”                          LSB 964 
  
“God of our Fathers”                    
 

 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty Father, that You have refreshed us 
through this foretaste of the feast to come. Strengthen our faith and unity 
through this Meal, so that we may lead others to the truth and joy of Your 
eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord and Messiah, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION        Liturgical Text 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 



Pastor: For freedom Christ has set us free! Walk by the Spirit, and go in peace as 
you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN             “God Bless Our Native Land”                   LSB 965 

 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  
 
 
 

DUET POSTLUDE      “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory of the Coming of the Lord” 
            Composer, Raney 

       Diana Gaide, piano and Michael Zehnder, organ 
 

 

 



 



 

Serving in Worship 
  

  
  

  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER            8:00    Bill Redden 

                 10:00    Larry Buethe 
LECTOR           8:00    Jerry Peterson 

             10:00    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Pete Federico 

                10:00    Ben Dierking 
USHERS           8:00    Art Gordon, Members of the Congregation 

10:00 Jason Dierking, Members of the 
Congregation 

SERVER         10:00    Dave Hitztaler 
ALTAR GUILD      Phyllis McConnell, Sharon Seible 
FLOWERS The Harvey & Kabelman families, in loving 

memory of Brandon, who would have been 
31 this month 
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