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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

Thanks to the grace of God working faith in our hearts, we are able to hear the 
voice of Jesus, our Shepherd. What that would mean, were we to block out 
competing voices around us, is described in Acts—the members of the Early 
Church were active in teaching, fellowship, communion, prayers, and works of 
charity. Their actions spoke volumes, and many others “heard” Christ through 
them. We all stray, of course, as did the people to whom Peter wrote in today’s 
Epistle. But in His grace, God calls us back to return to “the Shepherd and 
Overseer” of our souls. We gather again to hear His voice today.  



Music for Meditation  
 

 The Gloria Dei Ringers I’m Gonna Let It Shine  arr. David Angerman 
 
Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
Tolling of the Bell 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

Hymn of Worship     The King of Love My Shepherd Is  LSB 709 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P The Lord is my shepherd; 
C I shall not want. 
P He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
C He leads me beside still waters. 
P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
C I will fear no evil, 
P for You are with me; 
C Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
P Surely good and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Divine Service 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

P The Lord, my Shepherd, 
C You call me by name as one of Your own dear sheep. You are teaching me to 

recognize Jesus’ voice and follow Him. Yet, because my sinful nature is 
alienated from You since birth, I find it so difficult to listen to You, much less 
to love and serve even the people nearest me. In fact, I often think, say, and 
do things that are hurtful both to me and the people around me. How then 
will I be able to stand before Your throne on the Last Day in union with all 
Your people from every nation, tribe, and language? Forgive and help me for 
Jesus’ sake. 

P Beloved ones, Jesus has given you eternal life, and you will never perish, and no 
one will snatch you out of His hand. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant 
of Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Kyrie 



Hymn of Praise     This Is the Feast! 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death 

the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the 
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many 
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Responsorial Psalm          Shepherd Me, O God      MARTY HAUGEN 
 

P Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,  
beyond my fears, from death into life.  

 

C Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,   
beyond my fears, from death into life.  

 

P God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, I rest in the meadows of faithfulness 
and love, I walk by the quiet waters of peace. to REFRAIN 
 

P Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, you lead me by pathways of 
righteousness and truth, my spirit shall sing the music of your Name. to REFRAIN 
 

P Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. to REFRAIN 
 

P You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, crowning me with love 
beyond my power to hold. to REFRAIN 
 

P Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;  I will dwell in the 
house of my God forevermore. to REFRAIN 



Congregation, please stand. 

For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering 
because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you 
endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his 
steps.  
 

"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."    

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and 
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like 
sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 

The Verse  Romans 6:9; John 10:14 

C Alleluia. 
P We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over Him. 
C Alleluia. 
P I am the good shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me. 
C Alleluia. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: John 10:1-10 

"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 



P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

Hymn of the Day      I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb LSB 740 

P Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You are the Lamb of God who gave Your life to take 
away the sins of the world. You now stand as the Lamb slain in the presence of 
God, where You ever live to make intercession for Your people. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P You are also the Good Shepherd leading Your sheep to the eternal pasture of 

God’s kingdom. Grant as we now hear Your voice and know Your presence in 
Your Word and Sacraments that we may rest in the assurance that You know us 
and are with us through life’s valleys of shadow. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P Thank You that You hold on to us always as we follow You. Shepherd the flock of 

Your people, that we may live with one another according to the peace You have 
won for us. Bless and protect all pastors who speak to us on Your behalf. Good 
Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P Jesus, You are eternally incarnate before the throne of God, which is the seat of 

all power and authority in heaven and on earth. Govern the leaders of this world 
that they may humbly serve the people of every tribe, nation, and language who 
will one day stand in Your presence. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P We pray for the sick, and all who suffer, [especially . . .], that in Your tender mercy 

You would be at work in us always for good. Grant all who suffer to trust in Your 
promise that nothing is able to snatch us out of Your hand. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 

stranger's voice." Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand 
what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am 
the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me 
will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full.  

Sermon     Harassed and Helpless  PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: Matthew 9:35-36 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 



THE OFFERING 

Sharing of the Peace 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using… 
 

Peace be with you 

Offertory 
 

 We Will Give Thanks Mark Patterson 
  Ascension Chorale 
  Dir. By Ann Westra 

P Thank You for Your faithful people of every time and every place who now rest 
from their labors in Your nearer presence. Shepherd us through this life with the 
saints of every nation, tribe, people, and language that we may worship before 
Your throne on the great and terrible day of the Lord; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!"   

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



THE GREAT 
THANKSGIVING 

Preface 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve to 
live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of 
the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat 
allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to 
come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When receiving the 
bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and 
belief.  

Installation of Michael J. Zehnder 
      

Director of Music Ministries, Ascension Lutheran Church 



The Words of Consecration 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For  
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Sanctus 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He 
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and singing:  



Agnus Dei 

Hymns during the Distribution 
 
 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want  LSB 710 
 Have No Fear, Little Flock  LSB 735 
 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  LSB 707 

Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 



Benediction Hymn     Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us LSB 711 
 
Congregational Concerns 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Organ Voluntary     
 

 Fugue in G Major J.S. Bach 

Serving in Worship 
 
 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER  8:00 Don Loptien 
 10:30 Larry Buethe 
   ORGANIST  8:00 Diana Gaide 
 ASCENSION CHORALE 8:00 Directed by Ann Westra 
 GLORIA DEI RINGERS 8:00 Directed by Ann Westra 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 Youth Band 
 LECTOR  8:00 Tom Munson 
 10:30 Jeannette Nelson 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Camryn Goff 
 10:30 Kayden Erling 
 USHERS  8:00 Barry Kratzer, Members of the Congregation 
 10:30 Members of the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Margo Pasha 
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Sharon Seible, Cathy Utecht,  
  Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Caroll Haeffele, in loving memory of her  
  husband, Harold 
 
 

CCLI License #1903595 

Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 


