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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

Thanks to the grace of God working faith in our hearts, we are able to hear the 
voice of Jesus, our Shepherd. What that would mean, were we to block out 
competing voices around us, is described in Acts—the members of the Early 
Church were active in teaching, fellowship, communion, prayers, and works of 
charity. Their actions spoke volumes, and many others “heard” Christ through 
them. We all stray, of course, as did the people to whom Peter wrote in today’s 
Epistle. But in His grace, God calls us back to return to “the Shepherd and 
Overseer” of our souls. We gather again to hear His voice today.  



GATHERING SONGS 

LET IT RISE 
 

Let the glory of the Lord rise among us, Let the glory of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the praises of the King rise among us, let it rise. 
 

Let the songs of the Lord rise among us, Let the songs of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the joy of the King rise among us, let it rise. O, let it rise. O, let it rise. 

THIS IS AMAZING GRACE CCLI Song # 6333821 
 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness, 
whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, 
who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
that You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 
You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 
Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me. 
 

Who brings our chaos back into order, 
who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory. 
 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 
shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
that You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 
You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 
Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me. 

Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 

Divine Service 



INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P The Lord is my shepherd; 
C I shall not want. 
P He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
C He leads me beside still waters. 
P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
C I will fear no evil, 
P for You are with me; 
C Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
P Surely good and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful, 
Where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place, 
Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name. 
 

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say, 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.” 
 

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me, 
When the world's “all as it should be.” Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering, 
Though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your name. 
 

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say, 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.” 
 

“Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.” 

Opening Song                      Blessed Be Your Name  Redman 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

P The Lord, my Shepherd, 
C You call me by name as one of Your own dear sheep. You are teaching me to 

recognize Jesus’ voice and follow Him. Yet, because my sinful nature is 
alienated from You since birth, I find it so difficult to listen to You, much less 
to love and serve even the people nearest me. In fact, I often think, say, and 
do things that are hurtful both to me and the people around me. How then 
will I be able to stand before Your throne on the Last Day in union with all 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death 

the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the 
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many 
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Your people from every nation, tribe, and language? Forgive and help me 
for Jesus’ sake. 

P Beloved ones, Jesus has given you eternal life, and you will never perish, and no 
one will snatch you out of His hand. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant 
of Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering 
because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you 
endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his 
steps.  
 

"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."  

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 



Congregation, please stand. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: John 10:1-10 

"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger's voice." Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand 
what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am 
the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me 
will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full.  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and 
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like 
sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Children’s Message Jenna Lawrenz 



APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

Sermon Song  You Never Let Go  

P Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You are the Lamb of God who gave Your life to take 
away the sins of the world. You now stand as the Lamb slain in the presence of 
God, where You ever live to make intercession for Your people. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P You are also the Good Shepherd leading Your sheep to the eternal pasture of 

God’s kingdom. Grant as we now hear Your voice and know Your presence in 
Your Word and Sacraments that we may rest in the assurance that You know us 
and are with us through life’s valleys of shadow. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 

Sermon     Harassed and Helpless  PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: Matthew 9:35-36 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Even though I walk through the valley Of the shadow of death 
Your perfect love is casting out fear And even when I'm caught in the middle 
Of the storms of this life I won't turn back I know You are near 
 

And I will fear no evil—For my God is with me And if my God is with me 
Whom then shall I fear—Whom then shall I fear 
 

Oh no You never let go Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 
 

And I can see a light that is coming For the heart that holds on 
A glorious light beyond all compare And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes We'll live to know You here on the earth 
 

And I will fear no evil—For my God is with me And if my God is with me 
Whom then shall I fear—Whom then shall I fear 
 

Oh no You never let go Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 
 

I can see a light That is coming for the heart that holds on 
And there will be an end to these troubles But until that day comes 
Still I will praise You—Still I will praise You  
Oh no You never let go Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 



Sharing of the Peace 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using… 
 

Peace be with you 

P Thank You that You hold on to us always as we follow You. Shepherd the flock of 
Your people, that we may live with one another according to the peace You have 
won for us. Bless and protect all pastors who speak to us on Your behalf. Good 
Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P Jesus, You are eternally incarnate before the throne of God, which is the seat of 

all power and authority in heaven and on earth. Govern the leaders of this world 
that they may humbly serve the people of every tribe, nation, and language who 
will one day stand in Your presence. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P We pray for the sick, and all who suffer, [especially . . .], that in Your tender mercy 

You would be at work in us always for good. Grant all who suffer to trust in Your 
promise that nothing is able to snatch us out of Your hand. Good Shepherd, 

C Guide our daily walk. 
P Thank You for Your faithful people of every time and every place who now rest 

from their labors in Your nearer presence. Shepherd us through this life with the 
saints of every nation, tribe, people, and language that we may worship before 
Your throne on the great and terrible day of the Lord; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!"   



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve to 
live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of 
the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat 
allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to 
come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When receiving the 
bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and 
belief.  

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE OFFERING 

Offertory 

IN CHRIST ALONE Townend—Getty 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death. This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

Installation of Michael J. Zehnder 
      

Director of Music Ministries, Ascension Lutheran Church 



The Words of Consecration 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For  
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He 
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:  

THE SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of pow’r and might!  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 



Distribution Songs 

WE BELIEVE 
 

In this time of desperation—When all we know is doubt and fear 
There is only one foundation—We believe we believe 
In this broken generation—When all is dark You help us see 
There is only one salvation—We believe we believe 
 

We believe in God the Father—We believe in Jesus Christ 
We believe in the Holy Spirit—And He's given us new life 
We believe in the crucifixion—We believe that He conquered death 
We believe in the resurrection—And He's coming back again 
 

So let our faith be more than anthems—Greater than the songs we sing 
In our weakness and temptations—We believe we believe 
 

We believe in God the Father—We believe in Jesus Christ 
We believe in the Holy Spirit—And He's given us new life 
We believe in the crucifixion—We believe that He conquered death 
We believe in the resurrection—And He's coming back again 
 

Let the lost be found—and the dead be raised In the here and now let love invade 
Let the church live loud our God we'll say—We believe we believe 
And the gates of hell will not prevail For the pow'r of God has torn the veil 
Now we know Your love will never fail We believe we believe 
 

He's coming back again—He's coming back again We believe we believe 

REVELATION SONG 
 

Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; Holy, holy is He; 
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on heaven's mercy seat. 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. Who was and is and is to come; 
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings; 
You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
 

Clothed in rainbows of living color flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder; 
Blessing and honor, strength and glory And power be to You, the only wise King. 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. Who was and is and is to come; 
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings;  
You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
 

Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder, At the mention of Your name; 
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water, Such a marvelous mystery, yeah. 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. Who was and is and is to come; 
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings;  
You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 



HOLY SPIRIT               Torwalt 
  

There's nothing worth more That will ever come close 
No thing can compare You're our Living Hope Your presence, Lord 
 
 

I've tasted and seen Of the sweetest of loves 
Where my heart becomes free And my shame is undone Your presence, Lord 
 
 

Holy Spirit You are welcome here Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for  
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord Your presence, Lord 
 

(Repeat) 

COMMUNE WITH ME  Dearman 
 

Commune with me, commune with me  
between the wings of the cherubim, commune with me. 
Commune with me, commune with me 
between the wings of the cherubim, commune with me. 
 
I worship you, I worship you between the wings of the cherubim, I worship you. 
I worship you, I worship you between the wings of the cherubim, I worship you. 
 
I’ll meet You there, I’ll meet You there  
between the wings of the cherubim, I’ll meet You there. 
I’ll meet You there, I’ll meet You there 
between the wings of the cherubim, I’ll meet You there. 

Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us through 
this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 



Congregational Concerns 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Serving in Worship 
 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER  8:00 Don Loptien 
 10:30 Larry Buethe 
   ORGANIST  8:00 Diana Gaide 
 ASCENSION CHORALE 8:00 Directed by Ann Westra 
 GLORIA DEI RINGERS 8:00 Directed by Ann Westra 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 Youth Band 
 LECTOR  8:00 Tom Munson 
 10:30 Jeannette Nelson 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Camryn Goff 
 10:30 Kayden Erling 
 USHERS  8:00 Barry Kratzer, Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Margo Pasha 
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Sharon Seible, Cathy Utecht, Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Caroll Haeffele, in loving memory of  her husband, Harold 
 
 

CCLI License #1903595 

Closing Song  Build Your Kingdom Here  

Come set Your rule, and reign In our hearts again. Increase in us, we pray.  
Unveil why we're made. Come set our hearts ablaze with hope,  
Like wildfire in our very souls; Holy Spirit, come, invade us now.  
We are Your church; we need Your pow'r in us. 
 

We seek Your kingdom first. We hunger and we thirst; Refuse to waste our lives,  
for You're our joy and prize. To see the captives' hearts released;  
The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace. We lay down our lives for heaven's cause. 
We are Your church; we pray, revive this earth. 
 

Build Your kingdom here. Let the darkness fear. Show Your mighty hand.  
Heal our streets and land. Set Your church on fire. Win this nation back. 
Change the atmosphere. Build Your kingdom here, we pray! 
 

Unleash Your kingdom’s power, Reaching the near and far.  
No force of hell can stop Your beauty, changing hearts. 
You made us for much more than this; Awake the kingdom seed in us. 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. We are Your church;  
We are the hope on earth. 
 

Build Your kingdom here. Let the darkness fear. Show Your mighty hand.  
Heal our streets and land. Set Your church on fire. Win this nation back. 
Change the atmosphere. Build Your kingdom here, we pray! 


