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Christ is ascended! He is ascended indeed! This joyful salutation to celebrate Jesus’ 
ascension may sound strange, but Ascension Day is worth celebrating! Every time we 
say the words of the Apostles’ Creed, we confess that Jesus “ascended into heaven.” 
Do we understand, however, the importance of this phrase? Do we appreciate the 
significance of Jesus going up into heaven that Thursday forty days after His 
resurrection? Don’t let Ascension Day be merely a forgotten festival. Celebrate your 
Lord’s ascension! Celebrate because at His ascension, Jesus is fulfilling part of His 
work of salvation for you as He goes to prepare a place for you! 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 





GATHERING SONGS 

ABOVE ALL LeBlanc—Baloche 
 
Above all powers, above all kings, 
above all nature and all created things; 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man, 
You were here before the world began. 
 
Above all kingdoms, above all thrones, 
above  all wonders the world has ever known; 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth, 
there’s no way to measure what You’re worth. 
 
Crucified, laid behind the stone; 
You lived to die, rejected and alone; 
Like a rose, trampled on the ground, 
You took the fall, and thought of me, above all. 

BEAUTIFUL ONE Hughes 
 
Wonderful, so wonderful, is Your unfailing love. 
Your cross has spoken mercy over me. 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard,  
no heart could fully know 
how glorious, how beautiful You are. 
 
 Beautiful One, I love, 
 beautiful One, I adore, 
 beautiful One, my soul must sing. (X2) 
 
Powerful, so powerful, Your glory fills the skies, 
Your mighty works displayed for all to see. 
The beauty of Your majesty awakes my heart to sing. 
How marvelous, how wonderful You are. 
 
 Beautiful One, I love, 
 beautiful One, I adore, 
 beautiful One, my soul must sing. (X2) 
 
My soul, my soul, must sing. 
My soul, my soul, must sing. 
My soul, my soul, must sing. 
Beautiful One!  (X2) 



Pastoral Greeting   PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

Opening Song                           Mighty to Save Morgan– Fielding 

Divine  
Service 

Everyone needs compassion, Love that's never failing. 
Let mercy fall on me. Everyone needs forgiveness,  
The kindness of a Savior. The hope of nations. 
 
 CHORUS:   
 Savior, He can move the mountains. 
 My God is mighty to save. He is mighty to save. 
 Forever, Author of salvation. 
 He rose and conquered the grave. Jesus conquered the grave. 
 
 
So take me as You find me, All my fears and failures. 
Fill my life again. I give my life to follow, 
Everything I believe in. Now I surrender.  CHORUS 
 
Shine your light, And let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King. 
Jesus, Shine your light, And let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King.  CHORUS (X2) 
 
Shine your light, And let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King. 
Jesus, Shine your light, And let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King. 



P Our ascended Lord is with us always, yet we doubt His presence, love, and 
provision. Because we are by nature sinful, we often overlook Jesus’ promise to 
be with us always. We do not live our lives 
ready for His coming, and we neglect to share 
the Good News of Christ so that others may 
be ready for His return in glory. In repentance, 
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, 

forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P “And He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that 

the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 
His name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.’ ” As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Clap your hands, all peoples! 
C Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P Christ is ascended! 
C He is ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
All: Amen and Amen. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 1:1–11 (The Ascension of our Lord) 
 

L In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, until the day when He was taken up, after He had given commands 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen. To them He 
presented Himself alive after His suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 
And while staying with them He ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, He said, 

 
P “You heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
L So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, 
 
P “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.” 

 
L And when He had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, 

and a cloud took Him out of their sight.  
 
 [The Christ Candle is extinguished here, symbolizing Christ’s ASCENSION and 

that He is no longer visible to our human eyes.]   
 
 And while they were gazing into heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by 

them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

 
 

L      The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23 
  

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 



Congregation, please stand. 

revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the 
working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can 
be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God 
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

L Then He said to them, 
 

P “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.”  

 

L Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to 
them, 

 

P “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 

L Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He 
blessed them. While He blessed them, He parted from them and was car-
ried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Song of the Day     Let it Rise Holland Davis 

Children’s Message Kathy Johnson 

Let the glory of the Lord rise among us, Let the glory of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the praises of the King rise among us, let it rise. 
 
Let the songs of the Lord rise among us, Let the songs of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the joy of the King rise among us, let it rise. O... let it rise. O... let it rise. 

THE ASCENSION IS ESSENTIAL!!!  
 
 

...Just a reminder today, Lift your eyes upward, up toward the sky, up to the highest 
heavens as the Apostles did.  
 

Forty Days after Christ's Resurrection, He completed His earthly life and ascended 
into the heavens as His disciples watched in awe, joy and worship.  Today is the day 
we celebrate the return of Jesus to heaven. We call this feast Ascension Thursday.  
  

The Transfiguration and Ascension are bookends of the Resurrection. All three reveal 
God glorifying Jesus Christ while on earth. These miraculous signs testify to Jesus' 
role as the Anointed One, sent by the Father to fulfill the eternal plan. First from the 
mountain top, then to the valley to rise over death and then at the Ascension to rise 
eternally to the right hand of the Father. 
  
 

THE ASCENSION IS ESSENTIAL!!!  
 
 

The Ascension means Jesus is alive, in heaven and is our High Priest and advocate. 
  

The Ascension is essential because if Jesus had stayed on earth, He would have had 
to die a physical death or remain on earth for eternity....and so would we.  
  

The Ascension is essential because Jesus can now keep His promises because He is 
seated at the right hand of the Throne of God as fully God and fully man. 
  

Let us join the great crowd of witnesses and offer our worship, joy, thanks and praise 
to God for His great love, grace and peace.  
  

The Ascension Enthusiast 

 
The Message above was written by Jude Donovan. 



ASCENSION CREED  

P  An essential teaching in Christianity is that Christ ascended into heaven. 
Before He ascended, he taught the disciples what to do in their ministry. 
After He was done with the disciples’ training, He went up into the sky 
where He was no longer seen by the disciples. He went to the farthest and 
highest place in heaven, “The Right Hand of God,” where He is enthroned 
above all things in heaven and on earth.  Therefore… 

C I believe that our Lord Jesus Christ, in his resurrected flesh, ascended 
above all visible heavens into the highest unseen heaven, that is, the 
dwelling-place and throne of God, where He is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty. I believe this shows Jesus’ equal 
participation in our Triune God’s glory and majesty and refers to our 
future home in a place of absolute perfection.  Jesus says: “I go to 
prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2) The apostle Peter likewise says: 
“Heaven must receive Christ until the time of restoring all 
things.” (Acts 3:21)  I therefore gladly hold to and believe this 
Ascension Confession of Faith as taught in the Scriptures: 

Men “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 
confession.” (Heb 4:14) 

Women  “And it came about that while He was blessing them, He parted from them 
and was carried up into heaven.”  (Luke 24:51)  

P The Bible teaches that as Jesus went up into the clouds at his Ascension, 
so He will return descending from the clouds at his Second Coming: 

 “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were 
looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were 
gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in 
white clothing stood beside them; and they also said,  

Men ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you 
have watched Him go into heaven.’”  (Acts 1:9-11) 

Sermon     The Three “R’s” of Right Relationship  PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: Revelation 2:1-7 

http://bib.ly/Jn14.2.NASB
http://bib.ly/Ac3.21.NASB
http://bib.ly/He4.14.NASB
http://bib.ly/Lk24.51.NASB
http://bib.ly/Ac1.9-11.NASB


Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P With joyful hearts, Lord, we bring You our prayers this day.  We remember Your 
acts of kindness to Your people through all ages.  We bless you for Your saving 
power shown to all people through the resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  As Your Holy Spirit works among us, may we give bold testimony to 
the resurrection and ascension of Christ in our words and deeds. For Your mer-
cy's sake, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
P On this Ascension Day, when God distributed his gifts to all people for ministry 

we pray for our world and for all people who share it. Enable us to be coura-
geous witnesses to Christ Jesus as were the faithful women and the blessed 
apostles.  Grant us faith and courage to stand up to the murderous and faithless 
evil of terrorism. May the salvation of Christ be made known to all peoples 
throughout the world that we might live in peace. For Your love's sake, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
P As we gather for worship together, we pray not only for this assembly but for the 

whole Church on earth. Bless her leaders with resolute faithfulness and all be-
lievers with the gifts of the Spirit, that the Lord's work may be administered in 
truth and received joyfully.  For Your mercy's sake, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
P As we plead for mercy for all people who bear the weight of countless illnesses 

and ailments in mind, body, and spirit we remember all those with special needs: 
the sick, the shut-in, and the downtrodden (including …). We especially pray 
your comfort for the victims of terrorism in Manchester, England, and pray for the 
courage and unwavering faith of your witnesses there, that they would not be 
discouraged by evil but emboldened by your Gospel of hope.  For Your love's 
sake, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
P Eternal Lord, we thank You for the faithful witness of those no longer here on 

earth such as Jayne Voyen, Marilyn Saylor, Ron Rhode… who now gather 
around Your throne of grace.  May we be inspired by their examples and, follow-
ing in their footsteps, seek to serve You constantly in all our days.  For the sake 
of Jesus, Your Son, our Savior: 

C Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.  



THE OFFERING 

The Offertory 

BLESS THE LORD (10,000 REASONS) Myrin– Redman 
 

 GWEN Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; Worship His holy name.  
  Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name. 
   
  

 ALL The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning, 
  It's time to sing Your song again. 
  Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
  Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
   

  CHORUS: 
  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; 
  Worship His holy name.  
  Sing like never before, O my soul; 
  I'll worship Your holy name. 
 

 

  You're rich in love and You're slow to anger. 
  Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
  For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 
  Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  CHORUS: 
   

  And on that day, when my strength is failing, 
  The end draws near, and my time has come; 
  Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending, 
  Ten thousand years, and then forevermore!  CHORUS X2: 
 
 

  Worship Your holy name,  
  Lord, I'll worship Your holy name. 

 
[Majestically]  
Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I'll worship Your holy name,  
Worship Your holy name, Worship Your holy name. 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Consecration 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



Distribution Songs 

COME TO THE TABLE Cloninger 
 
Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread; 
All who are hungry and thirsty, come and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation, receive from His nail-scarred hand; 
Eat of the bread of salvation, drink of the blood of the Lamb.  (Repeat) 

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME Christopher 
 

CHORUS: 
Do this in remembrance of Me. Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This is my body, this is my blood. Do this in remembrance of Me. 

 
This is My body given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This cup’s the new covenant, sealed in My blood. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. For whenever you eat this bread 
and whenever you drink this cup, as you do you proclaim the Lord’s death  
until He comes.    CHORUS 

JESUS MESSIAH Tomlin 
 
He became sin, who knew no sin;  
that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross.  
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
 

CHORUS: 
Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;  
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
The Rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven; 
Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 

 
His body, the bread; His blood, the wine;  
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn.  
Love so amazing, love so amazing.  CHORUS 
 
All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world.  CHORUS 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 



Communion Blessing 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

The congregation now proceeds to the Columbarium. 

Memorial Day Observance 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a 
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable 
must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the 
perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortali-
ty, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in 
victory." "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Prayer of Remembrance PASTOR LARSON 

Benediction 
 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  
C Amen. 

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES 



P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Benediction Hymn     God Bless Our Native Land 
 
 God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand  
 Through storm and night. When the wild tempests rave, 
 Ruler of wind and wave, Do Thou our country save  
 By Thy great might. 
 
 So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; 
 On Him we wait. Thou who art ever nigh, 
 Guarding with watchful eye, To Thee aloud we cry: 
 God save the state! 



Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 PREACHER The Rev. Richard Langness 
 ELDER  8:00 Scott Luethy 
   MINISTER OF MUSIC 8:00 Michael Zehnder 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 Agape 
 LECTOR  8:00 Lynne Hansen 
 10:30 Dave Hitztaler 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Esther Langness 
 10:30 Ben Dierking 
 USHERS  8:00 Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Collin Brinkman 
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Sharon Seible, Cathy Utecht,  
  Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Clyde and Ruth Wiggin, in loving memory of  Kathy, 
  Chris and Louis 
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