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CONFIRMATION VERSES 
 

KATHRYN COQUAT 
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

LYLA DOLLAR 
Isaiah 43:2a—When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers,  

they shall not overwhelm you. 
 

KAYDEN ERLING 
Joshua 1:9—Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,  

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
 

PEDRO FEDERICO 
Psalm 4:8—In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

 

CAMRYN GOFF 
Philippians 4:13—I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 

CARTER MURRAY 
Acts 16:31—And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

 

ISIAH ORTIZ 
John 6:35—Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of  life;  

whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
 

TYRUS PIERCE 
Revelation 2:10—Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of  life. 

 

WILLIAM SCHWERIN 
Psalm 23:4—Even though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death,  
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 



Prelude 
 
 A Mighty Fortress Homer Whitford 
   
Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
Tolling of the Bell 
 

†  

 
Congregation, please stand and face the rear of the sanctuary. 

 
Hymn in Procession     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 
  But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God himself elected. 
  You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
  Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. 
  He holds the field victorious. 

 3 Though hordes of devils fill the land All threat'ning to devour us,  
  We tremble not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpow'r us. 
  Let this world's tyrant rage; In battle we'll engage! 
  His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail!  
  One little word subdues him. 

 4 God's Word forever shall abide, No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
  For God himself fights by our side With weapons of the Spirit. 
  Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse,  
  Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day. 
  The Kingdom's ours forever! 

 1 A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious; 
  He breaks the cruel oppressor's rod And wins salvation glorious. 
  The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe! 
  With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight. 
  On earth he has no equal. 



INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Bless our God, O peoples; 
C let the sound of His praise be heard. 
 
P Blessed be God, because He has not rejected my prayer 
C or removed His steadfast love from me! 
 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

P Beloved, Jesus said, “I will be with you always.” Let us take Him at His word and 
come into His presence, sharing our great need of Him as we confess our sins 
and ask for forgiveness. 

 
C I confess to almighty God all my sins with which I have offended You, 

especially the sin of trying to go it alone without You. On my own, I am weak, 
and sin so easily makes me forget Your Word and will for my life. I have 
sinned in many ways by evil thoughts, words, and deeds. Because of Your 
merciful death on the cross and in the power of Your resurrection from the 
dead, let me hear from You the words of Your grace and forgiveness and 
new life. Amen. 

 
P In keeping with His promise, the Lord sends another helper to deliver His own 

words of forgiveness. So now, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Hymn of Praise     This Is the Feast! 



Prayer of the Day 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant 

that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding ac-
complish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever . 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 17:16-31 
 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that 
the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 
the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those 
who happened to be there. A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began 
to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" 
Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this 
because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 
Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they 
said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 
You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what 
they mean." (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their 
time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) Paul then 
stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in 
every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN 
UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to 
proclaim to you. "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord 
of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not 
served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all 
men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of 
men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set 
for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men 
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not 



far from each one of us. `For in him we live and move and have our being.' As 
some of your own poets have said, `We are his offspring.' "Therefore since we 
are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone--an image made by man's design and skill. In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the 
man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from 
the dead."  
 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Ministry of Music 
  
 Be Thou My Vision John Rutter 
 The Ascension Chorale 
 Diana Gaide, piano 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should 
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be 
frightened." But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, 
so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may 
be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing 
good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made 
alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in 



Congregation, please stand. 

The Alleluia 

prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah 
while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not 
the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward 
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to 
him. 
 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:15-21 

"If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you 
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but 
you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize 
that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my 
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 



Hymn of the Day     Earth and All Stars   

 ALL Earth and all stars, loud rushing planets, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! 
  O victory, loud shouting army, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! 
  He has done marvelous things. 
  I, too, will praise him with a new song! 
 
 WOMEN Hail, wind, and rain, loud blowing snowstorms, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! 
  Flowers and trees, loud rustling leaves, 
  sing to the Lord a new song!  
 ALL He has done marvelous things. 
  I, too, will praise him with a new song! 

 MEN Trumpet and pipes, loud clashing cymbals, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! 
  Harp, lute, and lyre, loud humming cellos, 
  sing to the Lord a new song!  
 ALL He has done marvelous things. 
  I, too, will praise him with a new song! 
 
 LECTERN Engines and steel, loud pounding hammers, 
 SIDE sing to the Lord a new song! 
  Limestone and beams, loud building workers, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 ALL He has done marvelous things. 
  I, too, will praise him with a new song! 
 
 PULPIT Classrooms and labs, loud boiling test tubes, 
 SIDE sing to the Lord a new song! 
  Athlete and band, loud cheering people, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 ALL He has done marvelous things. 
  I, too, will praise him with a new song! 
 
 ALL Knowledge and truth, loud sounding wisdom, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! 
  Daughter and son, loud praying members, 
  sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
  He has done marvelous things. 
  I, too, will praise him with a new song! 



Sharing of the Peace 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
You may now greet one another saying...Peace be with you 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P With all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, let us lift up our prayers before the 

Lord, saying, Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Let us pray for the whole Church that we may never take our calling in this world 

for granted, but to live humbled by God’s making us into His chosen people. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Let us pray for those who lead or teach us, not so we can let them do all the 

ministry for us, but to take seriously in each of our callings that God has chosen 
us to be a royal priesthood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Let us pray for this and every nation where people are called upon to  give a 

reason for the hope that is within them, doing this with gentleness and respect as 
members of the Lord’s holy nation that knows no boundaries. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Let us pray for us to see Your calling every day in our own lives as Your  Spirit 

enables us to proclaim the excellencies of Him who called us out of darkness into 
His marvelous light. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Let us pray for the sick and suffering, [especially . . .] to receive Your  promise of 

powerful and effective healing as well as Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Let us pray for those who are caregivers, that they may see in their  time shared 

with others Your calling to sustain us as we live for others. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Blessing and honor and power and glory be to our God forever. Amen. 

Sermon    Here I Stand PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: I Corinthians 15:58 



THE OFFERING 

Offertory Prayer 
 
P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Offertory 
 
    Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus PAUL MANZ 

CONFIRMATION 
 

Confirmation Liturgy LSB 272 
 

KATHRYN COQUAT 
 

LYLA DOLLAR 
 

KAYDEN ERLING 
 

PEDRO FEDERICO 
 

CAMRYN GOFF 
 

CARTER MURRAY 
 

ISIAH ORTIZ 
 

TYRUS PIERCE 
 

WILLIAM SCHWERIN 



SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 

The Preface 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and 
bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising 
again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 
Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

The Sanctus 

The Words of Consecration 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 
The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  

The Agnus Dei 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Hymns During the Distribution 
 
 Christ Be My Leader LSB 861 
 Shepherd of Tender Youth LSB 864 
 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain LSB 865 
 Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus LSB 685 

Communion Benediction  
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

Choral Benediction   
 
 Blessing and Peace Benediction EDWARD GEISLER 
  The Ascension Chorale 
  Text: Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; watching over you. 
The Lord make His face to shine upon you;  

as the Light of the world. 
And be gracious to you; with love over flowing. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,  
and give you peace. Amen! 



Congregational Concerns 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 
  Toccata Brevis DANIEL E GAWTHORP 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLI DEO GLORIA 

Benediction Hymn     Lift High the Cross 
 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore His sacred Name.  
 
 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 
 our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore His sacred Name. 
 
 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. 
 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore His sacred Name. 
 
 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 Praise to the Crucified for victory! 
 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore His sacred Name. 



Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER  8:00 Norm Finfrock 
 10:30 Don Loptien 
   MINISTER OF MUSIC - ORGANIST Michael Zehnder 
 CHOIR  10:30 The Ascension Chorale 
 MUSIC ASSISTANTS 10:30 Diana Gaide, accompanist 
 CRUCIFER 10:30 Member of  the Congregation 
 LECTOR  8:00 Dennis Lord 
 10:30 Jude Donovan 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Pete Federico 
 10:30 Reese Stone 
 USHERS 8:00 Members of  the Congregation  
 10:30 Members of  the Congregation  
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Sharon Seible, Cathy Utecht,  
  Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Mark & Sandra Loptien, in joyful celebration of  their 
  32nd Wedding Anniversary 


