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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

Only after Easter were the disciples able to understand Jesus’ words. Now they 
knew that He was and is God in the flesh, our way to the Father. So sure were 
they, that Stephen could echo Jesus’ last words as he faced death. Peter, in the 
Epistle, was able to review prophetic words of Scripture that they now knew 
spoke of Jesus. Today it is our turn to proclaim Jesus as the way, truth, and 
life, so that our friends will also know who He is and join us to live in His 
marvelous light. 





GATHERING SONGS 

OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, I want to see You. Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, 
Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see You, I want to see You. 
To see You high and lifted up, Shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your pow’r and love; As we sing holy, holy, holy. 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, I want to see You. Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  
Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see You, I want to see You. 
To see You high and lifted up, Shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your pow’r and love; As we sing holy, holy, holy. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Holy, holy, holy; Holy, holy, holy, I want to see You. 

THAT’S WHY WE PRAISE HIM!    
 

He came to live, live a perfect life; He came to be the Living Word, our light. 
He came to die so we’d be reconciled;  
He came to rise to show His pow’r and might. 
 

That’s why we praise Him, that’s why we sing;  
That's why we offer Him our everything. 
That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘Cause He gave His everything, ‘Cause He gave His everything. 
 

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.  
 

That’s why we praise Him, that’s why we sing;   
That's why we offer Him our everything. 
That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘Cause He gave His everything, ‘Cause He gave His everything. 
 

He came to live, live again in us; He came to be our conqu’ring King and friend. 
He came to heal and show the lost ones His love; 
He came to go prepare a place for us. 
 

That’s why we praise Him, that’s why we sing;   
That's why we offer Him our everything. 
That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘Cause He gave His everything, ‘Cause He gave His everything. 
 

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.  
 

That’s why we praise Him, that’s why we sing;   
That's why we offer Him our everything. 
That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘Cause He gave His everything, ‘Cause He gave His everything. 



Pastoral Greeting   PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

Opening Song                           Bring Forth the Kingdom Marty Haugen 

Divine Service 

My God is So Great 
 

My God is so big, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do FOR YOU! 
My God is so big, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do FOR YOU! 
The mountains are His, the rivers are His, the stars are His handiwork too. 
My God is so big, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do FOR YOU! 
  

Look What God is Doing 
 

Look what God is doing all across the land. See His Spirit moving, Feel His mighty hand. 
Breaking chains of darkness, setting captives free,  
Look what God is doing for those who do believe. 
  

Glory hallelujah!  Look what God is doing. Glory hallelujah!  Look what God is doing. 
Take the living gospel, mix it with some love, Add a little action, and see what our God does. 
  

Glory hallelujah!  Look what God is doing. Glory hallelujah!  Look what God is doing. 

Sunday School Singers 

Bring Forth the Kingdom 
 

You are salt for the earth, O people, salt for the city of God! 
Share the flavor of life, O people: life in the kingdom of God! 
 

 Refrain  
 Bring forth the kingdom of mercy, bring forth the kingdom of peace. 
 Bring forth the kingdom of justice, bring forth the kingdom of God! 
 

You are a light on the hill, O people, light for the city of God! 
Shine so holy and bright, O people: shine for the kingdom of God! Refrain 
 

You are a seed of the word, O people, bring forth the kingdom of God! 
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grow in the kingdom of God! Refrain 
 

We are the bless'd and a pilgrim people, bound for the kingdom of God! 
Love our journey and love our homeland: love is the kingdom of God! Refrain 



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 
P As we have heard God’s Word and are about to receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us confess our sins, confident 
of His grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and for self-examination. 
 

P We give thanks, Lord Jesus, for apostles and martyrs who have gone before us. 
C We confess that we have not always made a clear witness to the salvation 

You won for us in Your death and resurrection. Forgive us, and give us 
opportunities to witness to You, the way, the truth, and the life. 

P We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You graciously call us Your holy nation, 
Your royal priesthood. 

C We confess that in our life and conduct we have too often reflected the 
world around us rather than our membership in the Body of Christ. Forgive 
us, and strengthen us to walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

P We give thanks, O Holy Spirit, that You have worked faith 
in our hearts so that we may approach the throne of 
grace with every petition. 

C We confess that too often we seek to bend Your will 
to ours, failing to trust You not only for the place You 
have prepared for us in eternity, but also for that 
which is best for us today. Forgive us, and open our 
hearts to receive Your answers, which are always 
better than our prayers. 

P God has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. You are His own people, thanks to the grace and 
mercy that is ours through our Lord Jesus Christ. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Praise the Lord! 
C Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
P I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the Lord his God. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 
 

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews 
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were 
being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry 
of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from 
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry 
of the word."  
This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.  
Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great wonders and 
miraculous signs among the people. Opposition arose, however, from members 
of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)--Jews of Cyrene and 
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to 
argue with Stephen,  
 

To this he replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen to me!  
 

"You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like 
your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your 
fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of 
the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him-- you who 
have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not 
obeyed it."  
When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. "Look," he said, "I see heaven 
open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."  
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. 
C Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 

promise, 
P that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true 

joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Congregation, please stand. 

Epistle: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to 
him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
For in Scripture it says:  
 

"See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who 
trusts in him will never be put to shame."  
 

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
 

"The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," and, "A stone that 
causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."  
   

They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were  
destined for.  
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, 
the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them." When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 

L     The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:1-14 
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my 
Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You 
know the way to the place where I am going."  
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we 



Hymn of the Day     In Christ Alone Townsend—Getty 

know the way?"  
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."  
Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."  
Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, `Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 
miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do 
what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son 
may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I 
will do it.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Children’s Message Pastor Larson 

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death. This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 



Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

P Jesus promised, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it” (John 14:14). Let 
us then confidently pray for all people in their various needs, the Church around 
the world, and ourselves in our community and congregation. 
 

When we read about the needs of people in Jerusalem, we are reminded of the 
plight of so many people around the world today. Provide them, heavenly Father, 
with the leaders, economic conditions, and fruitful crops they need. In Your mercy, 
give them food, clothing, shelter, and community. We remember before You those 
known to us who call out to You in distress of any sort, [including . . .]. Give them 
healing, relief, and comfort as fits Your gracious plans. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P When we understand that the Early Church needed both lay and clergy leaders to 

faithfully serve You, O Lord, and the people around them, we consider the many 
gifts the Holy Spirit has placed within us. Open our eyes that we may use all 
those resources to preach the Word, offer counsel and aid, and announce the 
Gospel to our friends and neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P When we see Stephen’s bold witness even to death, gracious God, we recognize 

that the Church is facing opposition and persecution in many places around the 
world. Protect and guide Your people wherever the Gospel is proclaimed so that 
they may nevertheless announce Jesus as the only way, truth, and life. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P When we hear Your promise, Lord Jesus, that Your followers will do great things, 

we know that we need Your strength and guidance so that we may do Your will in 
our various callings. Protect the armed forces of our country as they seek to 
protect us; guide emergency and medical personnel as they bring about healing 
and relief; bless farmers and merchants, musicians and artists, and elected and 
volunteer leaders in our communities. May they enable us all to rejoice and give 
thanks for each day You give us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 

NICENE CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sermon      PASTOR LARSON 
  



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

Reception of New Members 
 

Bob & Rima Hea; John Klepetka; Heather Lerrant; Donald Nelson;  
Robert & Elaine Rodefeld; Michael Zehnder 

THE OFFERING 

The Offertory 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD!   Tomlin—Reeves—Cash 
 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
 
And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 
How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 



THE SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 

Preface 

The Words of Consecration 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He 
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, ev-
ermore praising You and saying: 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of pow’r and might!  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna.  

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  



Distribution Songs 

LAMB OF GOD   NTFAC 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
 grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 

COME TO THE TABLE Cloninger 
 

Come to the table of mercy,  
prepared with the wine and the bread; 
All who are hungry and thirsty,  
come and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation,  
receive from His nailscarred hand; 
Eat of the bread of salvation,  
drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

MORE PRECIOUS THAN SILVER 
 

Lord, You are more precious than silver. 
Lord, You are more costly than gold. 
Lord, You are more beautiful than diamonds, 
And nothing I desire compares with You. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For  
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU 
 

There is none like You,  
no one else can touch my heart like You do; 
I could search for all eternity long and find  
there is none like You. 
 

Your mercy flows like a river wide  
and healing comes from Your hands;  
Suffering children are safe in Your arms,  
there is none like You. 
 

There is none like You,  
no one else can touch my heart like You do; 
I could search for all eternity long and find  
there is none like You. 
 

Your mercy flows like a river wide  
and healing comes from Your hands;  
Suffering children are safe in Your arms,  
there is none like You. 
 

There is none like You,  
no one else can touch my heart like You do; 
I could search for all eternity long and find  
there is none like You. 

Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 



Closing Song                       Go My Children With My Blessing LSB 922 

Congregational Concerns 
 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Go, my children, with my blessing, Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 

In my love's baptismal river 

I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing - You are my own. 

 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son's story; 

Here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, Closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit's power filled you; 

Here his tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 

 

I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will be your Father, 

Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, my children; I will keep you And give you peace. 





Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
   DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 
 ELDER  8:00 Arvin Michel 
 10:30 Larry Buethe 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 The Agapes 
 LECTOR  8:00 Joyce Biggio 
 10:30 Mike Reimnitz 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Chrissy Coon 
 10:30 Lyla Dollar 
 USHERS  8:00 Barry Kratzer, Pete Federico, Camryn Goff 
 10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Helen Hartman 
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Sharon Seible, Cathy Utecht,  
  Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Jim & Laurie Mullane, in memory of  Ben Mullane’s  
  Birthday on May 16 
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