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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

Today’s Readings from Scripture call us to witness to the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. We hear in the Holy Gospel how our Lord sends out the disciples, and 
the Epistle tells how we are expected to be faithful witnesses, though dis-
tressed by various trials. The example of the disciples, as they taught and 
preached in spite of opposition from the Jewish Council, is a challenge to us in 
our day. Luther took up the challenge five hundred years ago; now it is our turn 
to “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 



Music for Meditation  
 

 Awake, My Heart, With Gladness, I-V Flor Peeters 
 
Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
Tolling of the Bell 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

Hymn of Worship     Christ the Lord is Risen Today LSB 463 

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Praise the Lord! 
Men: Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
Women: praise Him in the heights! 
 

Men: Praise Him, all His angels; 
Women: praise Him, all His hosts! 
 

Men: Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
Women: princes and all rulers of the earth! 
 

Adults: Young men and maidens together, 
Children: old men and children! 
 

P Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
for His name alone is exalted; 

C His majesty is above earth and heaven. 

Divine Service 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 
P As we have heard God’s Word and are about to receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us confess our sins, 
confident of His grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and for self-examination 
 

P Gracious Lord, we give thanks that You have given us faith by which we are able 
to witness to Your Easter victory. 

C We confess that too often we have remained silent when confronted with 
the possibility of physical harm, social shunning, and even unkind 
remarks from our neighbors. Forgive us and strengthen us for witness. 

P  Likewise we give thanks for the joy and hope Your resurrection provides. 
C We confess that too often in our daily living we have let the conflict, 

turmoil, and immorality of the world cloud that joy with sorrow and gloom. 
Forgive us and strengthen us for witness. 

P And we give thanks for the fellowship of believers we enjoy here in this place 
and wherever we gather around Your Word. 

C We confess that we have not always demonstrated the peace and 
forgiveness You brought to the disciples on Easter evening. Forgive us 
and strengthen us for witness. 

P Almighty God has given His Son to die for You and by raising Him to life again 
has declared that the payment for your sins has been accepted. He has given 
you His Holy Spirit that You may trust Him for all things and serve Him in joy. As 
a called and ordained servant of the our Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 



Kyrie 



Hymn of Praise     This Is the Feast! 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Acts 5:29-42 
 

 

Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging 
him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that 
he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses of 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him."  
When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. But a  
Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the 
people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a 
little while. Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you 
intend to do to these men. Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be 
somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his 
followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him, Judas the 
Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. 
He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. Therefore, in the present 
case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or 
activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to 
stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God."  
His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. 
Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  
The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple courts 
and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the 
good news that Jesus is the Christ. 
 

L     The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 
C may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 

and God; 
P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 



The Verse 

The Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 
are not forgiven."  
Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"  

Congregation, please stand. 

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power un-
til the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this 
you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine 
and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 
joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 



APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

Hymn of the Day     O Sons and Daughters of the King (Vs. 1-4, 9) LSB 470 

P Christ has risen from the dead; death has no dominion over Him. Let us pray for 
ourselves, the Church, and the world, that the resurrection have an impact on the 
lives of people everywhere. 
 

For ourselves and our community, that our heavenly Father would provide us with 
the peace and security we need so that our leaders may govern, the arts may 
flourish, our children may grow in knowledge and wisdom, our congregation may 
increase in faith and numbers, and we all may work together for the common 
good; and that He would raise up calm and courageous people to keep order in 
our society and defend our nation from enemies of all kinds, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Hear our prayer, risen Lord, and strengthen us to witness our Easter faith. 
P For the Church around the world, especially wherever it is enduring opposition 

and persecution as experienced in apostolic times, that the Lord of the Church 
would protect and guide it so that the Gospel may be proclaimed; and that He 
would sustain all who are unjustly imprisoned, denied human dignity, or exiled 
from their homes, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear our prayer, risen Lord, and strengthen us to witness our Easter faith. 

Sermon     A Thorny Life  REV. RICHARD LANGNESS 
 Text: Revelation 2:8-11 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia  

But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."  
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  
Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



THE OFFERING 

Sharing of the Peace 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

Music for Meditation 
 

 Alleluia Dino Kartsokanis 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

P For people in positions of power and influence in the nations of the world, that like 
Gamaliel the Lord would use them to open the eyes of both leaders and citizens 
to the reality of God’s rule over all earthly powers and kingdoms; and that He 
would lead them to work for justice within their lands and peace across their 
borders, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear our prayer, risen Lord, and strengthen us to witness our Easter faith. 
P For all who, like the disciples on Easter evening, are dealing with fear, all who 

face this day in any emotional distress, all enduring chronic ills or sudden health 
crises, or any in mourning, [including . . .], that the Holy Spirit would visit, relieve, 
strengthen, and console them in their various needs; and that our heavenly 
Father would work through health care professionals, counselors, and emergency 
workers to restore them to peace and joy, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear our prayer, risen Lord, and strengthen us to witness our Easter faith. 
P These and any other things You would have us ask, grant to us, heavenly Father, 

for the sake of Your Son, our risen Lord Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He 
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and singing:  

Sanctus 



The Words of Consecration 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Lord’s Prayer LSB (Inside back-cover) 

Agnus Dei 

Hymns during the Distribution 
 

 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight LSB 720
 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face LSB 631
 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise LSB 680 

Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 



Benediction Hymn     Awake, My Heart, With Gladness LSB 467 

 
Congregational Concerns 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
Organ Voluntary     
 

 Awake, My Heart, With Gladness, VI Flor Peeters 

Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 PREACHER The Rev. Richard Langness 
 ELDER  8:00 Arvin Michaels 
 10:30 Norm Finfrock 
   ORGANIST  8:00 Diana Gaide 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 Agape 
 LECTOR  8:00 Judy Finnessy 
 10:30 Carol Shepherd 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Carter Murray 
 10:30 Isiah Ortiz 
 USHERS  8:00 Barry Kratzer, Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Jude Donovan 
 ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson, Charmaine Rohde 
 FLOWERS Dennis Lord, in joyful celebration of  Joyce Biggio’s  
  birthday. 
 

 

CCLI License #1903595 

Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 


