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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

From the start of His public ministry to its conclusion, Jesus performed many 
miracles. In bringing sight to the blind, He gave them a new vision of the world 
and opened new possibilities for them. As the One who brings the light of 
salvation to His people, Jesus opens new possibilities for our lives. As our 
perfect substitute, He takes the weight of sin from us and lightens the burdens 
we bear. Both lightened and enlightened, we rejoice in the miracles we 
experience each day by His grace.  





Music for Meditation   
 

 Amazing Grace Larry Dalton 
 
Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
Tolling of the Bell 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

Hymn of Worship Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death LSB 697 

INVOCATION 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Women Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
 

Men Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

C We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

Divine  
Service 



Kyrie (spoken) 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C Have mercy on us sinners. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C Have mercy on us sinners. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C Have mercy on us sinners, and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Let us make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father. 
 

C Eternal God, we confess that we are sinners in need of forgiveness. 
By nature we are sinful from the very beginning of our life. Through 
our thoughts, words, and deeds, we continually sin against You. We 
have lived for ourselves in many ways, breaking Your commands that 
direct us not to lie, steal, or transgress Your holy will. We have walked 
in the darkness of bad choices and have left unfulfilled opportunities 
to do good and be blessings to others. O God, in Your mercy, forgive 
our sin and free us from selfishness and indifference, that we may 
joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments. 
Graciously forgive our sins and direct us in ways of compassion and 
love. 

 

P God promises to hear those who turn to Him with repentant hearts. Upon 
this your confession, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body 
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. He who calls 
you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, Your Son came not to be served but to serve. As we follow in 
His steps, give us wisdom, patience, and courage to minister in His name to all 
who suffer and are in need; for the love of Him who laid down His life for us, 
Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:14-21 
 

"For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back.  
But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant. I will lay waste 
the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn rivers into 
islands and dry up the pools. I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before 
them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will 
not forsake them. But those who trust in idols, who say to images, `You are our 
gods,' will be turned back in utter shame. "Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and 
see! Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is 
blind like the one committed to me, blind like the servant of the LORD? You 
have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you 
hear nothing." It pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make 
his law great and glorious.  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 
truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless 
deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake 
up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Congregation, please stand. 

Lenten Verse     Return to the Lord  



The Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" "Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the 
work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the 
work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world." Having said this, he spit on the ground, 
made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. "Go," he told him, 
"wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing.  
His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this 
the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. 
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
“How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded. 
He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He 
told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 
“Where is this man?” they asked him. 
“I don’t know,” he said. 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on 
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 
Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put 
mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." Some of the 
Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." 
But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were 
divided. Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet."  
The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the 
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 
“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born 
blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask 
him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who 
acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 
That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to 
God,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I 
was blind but now I see!” 
Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 



Sermon      PASTOR LANGNESS 

Hymn of the Day  O Son of God, in Galilee LSB 841 

Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are 
disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we 
don’t even know where he comes from.” 
The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes 
from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He 
listens to the godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening 
the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” 
To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" 
And they threw him out.  
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so 
that I may believe in him." Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is 
the one speaking with you." Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he 
worshiped him. Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that 
the blind will see and those who see will become blind."  
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are 
we blind too?” 
 
Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you 
claim you can see, your guilt remains.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as 
Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, 
and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world 
through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth 
in our lives. Graciously turn us from all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your 
precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



THE OFFERING 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you 

Offertory  They Shall Soar Like Eagles Laura Manzo 
  Ascension Chorale 
  Flute, Ann Westra 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and  

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

P Your kingdom come. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and 
bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith, that the 
number of Christians be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit, according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the 

midst of both good and evil thanks, that our own wills be crucified daily and 
sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend 
all who are in need [including . . .], praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us 

trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts 

may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no 
sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our 

flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his 
wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and 

forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 



THE  
GREAT  

THANKSGIVING 

Preface 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  



The Words of Consecration 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PROPER PREFACE 
 
P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because You attend to 
our needs each day. Graciously enable us to resist temptation and to rejoice in 
hope, knowing that Your angels minister to us as they did to our Lord in the 
wilderness. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising you and 
singing: 



Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

Hymns during the Distribution 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread LSB 625
 When to Our World the Savior Came LSB 551 
 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light LSB 411 

Choral Benediction        Ascension Chorale 



Closing Hymn     Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849 

Congregational Concerns 
 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Organ Voluntary    Prelude and Fugue in D Minor J.S. Bach 

Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 PREACHER The Rev. Richard Langness 
 ELDER   Scott Luethy 
   ORGANIST  8:00 Diana Gaide 
   ASCENSION CHORALE 8:00 Directed by Ed Geisler 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 The Agape Singers 
 LECTOR  8:00 Dana Thom 
 10:30 Jude Donovan 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Josh Federico 
 10:30 Katy Coquat 
 USHERS  8:00 Henry Peepgrass, Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 May Bible 
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Deb Shiflet, Cathy Utecht,  
  Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Susan Anderson, in loving memory of  Steve, 4 years 
  after his death  
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