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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord.” The words of the Psalm appointed for this 
day invite us to bring joyful praises to God. We have so many reasons to be 
doing just that! Our Lord comes among us to refresh us in the wilderness of 
the world. The water of Holy Baptism renews us each day. The bread and wine 
of His Supper strengthen us. We are His sheep, and we are His people. Let the 
singing begin!  





WHOM SHALL I FEAR GOD OF ANGEL ARMIES 
 

You hear me when I call. You are my morning song. 
Though darkness fills the night,  
it cannot hide the light.  
Whom shall I fear? 
 

You crush the enemy under my feet. 
You are my sword and shield,  
though troubles linger still.  
Whom shall I fear? 
 

I know who goes before me, I know who stands behind: 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
The One who reigns forever, He is a friend of mine. 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
 

My strength is in your name, for you alone can save. 
You will deliver me.  
Yours is the victory.  
Whom shall I fear?  
Whom shall I fear? 
 

I know who goes before me, I know who stands behind: 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
 

And nothing formed against me shall stand!  
You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I’m holding on to your promises;  
You are faithful,  
You are faithful. 
 

And nothing formed against me shall stand!  
You hold the whole world in Your hands. I’m holding on to your promises;  
You are faithful,  
You are faithful,  
You are faithful. 
 

I know who goes before me,  
I know who stands behind: 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
The One who reigns forever,  
He is a friend of mine. 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
 

I know who goes before me,  
I know who stands behind:  
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
The One who reigns forever, He is a friend of mine. 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 

Gathering Songs 



Sunday School Singers 
 

God is So Good 
 

God is so good,  
God is so good,  
God is so good,  
He’s so good to me. 
 
God cares for me,  
God cares for me,  
God cares for me,  
He’s so good to me. 
 
God loves me so,  
God loves me so,  
God loves me so,  
He’s so good to me. 
 
Joy 
 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, I got the joy, joy, joy, I got the joy, joy, joy. 
Two, Three, Four! 
Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 

I’ve got the love, love, love, I got the love, love, love, I got the love, love, love. 
Two, Three, Four! 
Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 

I’ve got the light, light, light, I got the light, light, light, I got the light, light, light. 
Two, Three, Four! 
Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, I got the joy, joy, joy, I got the joy, joy, joy. 
Two, Three, Four! 
Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 



Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
Opening Song Holy Is the Lord  

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 

P Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give 
thanks to the Lord. 

C This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
P I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation. 
C The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
 

All: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Divine  
Service 

We stand and lift up our hands, For the joy of the Lord is our strength. 
We bow down and worship Him now. How great, how awesome is He. 
And together we sing, ev'ry-one sing. 
 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty. The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
 

It is rising up all around. It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown. 
It is rising up all around. It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown. 
 

And together we sing, ev'ry-one sing. Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 



 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P Almighty God, we know and admit that we are sinners. We are conceived and 

born sinful and we continue in that sin by our heedless thoughts, careless 
words, and loveless deeds. Indeed, we deserve God’s punishment now and 
eternally. When we reflect honestly on our lives, we readily see that we are in 
need of repentance and renewal that come only through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us then make confession to our gracious God. 

C Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought and in word and in deed. 
You know our failings and our transgressions. Be merciful to us, and for 
the sake of Jesus, grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed 
people, we may find rest in You and with refreshed hearts serve You in 
time and in eternity. 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You show the light of Your truth to those in darkness. Give 
strength to all believers to reject what erodes their faith and follow Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, the perfect offering for sin, who has brought us salvation 
and who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy Baptism        Karina Louise Emerick  
  LSB 268 - 271 
 
Baptism Hymn     I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry WOV 770 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7 
 

The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from 
place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to drink. So they quarreled with Moses and said, 
"Give us water to drink."  
Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the 
test?"  
But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. 
They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children 
and livestock die of thirst?"  
Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I to do with these people? They 
are almost ready to stone me."  
The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some 
of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the place Massah and Meribah 
because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, "Is 
the LORD among us or not?"  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Epistle: Romans 5:1-8 

 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the  
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
 

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 



Congregation, please stand. 

The Holy Gospel: John 4:5-26 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

John 4:5-26  
 

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was 
from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a 
Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a 
drink?" (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan 
woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you 
ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus 
answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 
"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks 
and herds?" Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 
The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water." He told her, "Go, call your husband 
and come back." "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are 
right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just 
said is quite true." "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our 
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where 



Sermon     Living Water PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: John 4:5-26 

Hymn of the Day  The Wonderful Cross Tomlin 

we must worship is in Jerusalem." Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time 
is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are 
the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth." The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called 
Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." Then 
Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 When I survey the wondrous cross,  
 On which the Prince of Glory died, 
 My richest gain I count but loss, 
 And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

 See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
 Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

 O, the wonderful cross, O, the wonderful cross, 
 Bids me come and die  
 and find That I may truly live. 
 O, the wonderful cross, O, the wonderful cross, 
 All who gather here by grace  
 Draw near and bless Your name. 
 

 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 That were an offering far too small? 
 Love so amazing, so divine, 
 Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

 O, the wonderful cross, O, the wonderful cross, 
 Bids me come and die  
 and find That I may truly live. 
 O, the wonderful cross, O, the wonderful cross, 
 All who gather here by grace  
 Draw near and bless Your name. 

Children’s Message Pastor John Larson 



P Let us pray for the whole Church. 
 

Gracious Father, we ask Your blessing on Your Church throughout the world. Fill 
the Church with all truth and peace. Where it is in error, reform it; where it is in 
need, supply it; where it is right, strengthen and confirm it; and where it is in 
conflict, heal its divisions. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray this day for the fellowship of faith and love that we enjoy as God’s holy 
people, asking that we may gather for worship with great joy and full anticipation 
of the blessings of God that come to us through it. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray for those who serve in leadership positions in our national Synod, in 
our district, and in our local congregation, that God may work among us through 
their examples and that we may grow in devotion and dedication in Jesus’ 
name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

C We also make our petitions for the sick, the shut-in, the sorrowing, those 
undergoing hardship or challenges, and all who this day are in need of our 
prayers, [especially . . .], that their prayers may soon be answered and that they 
may be supported by God’s people as they experience His good and gracious 
will for their lives. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray that we may be moved to give offerings of the best we have, showing 
forth fruits in response to the great offering of our Lord Jesus for us on the 
cross. May what we give of our time, talent, and treasure for the work of the 
Lord bring blessing to many. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, since You have given us grace to make our common 
supplications to You and have promised that when two or three are gathered in 
Your name You will hear their requests, fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and 
petitions of Your servants, as may be best for them; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 



THE OFFERING 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using 
...Peace be with you 

Offertory Sweetly Broken Jeremy Riddle 
  Sung by: Ascension Youth Band  

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and  

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

To the cross, I look, and to the cross, I cling.  
Of it's suffering, I do drink, of its work, I do sing 
On it, my Savior, both bruised and crushed  
Showed that God is love and God is just 
 

At the cross, You beckon me, You draw me gently to my knees 
And I am lost for words, so lost in love, I'm sweetly broken, wholly surrendered 
 

What a priceless gift, undeserved life Have I been given through Christ crucified 
You've called me out of death, You've called me into life 
And I was under Your wrath, Now, through the cross, I'm reconciled 
 

At the cross, You beckon me, You draw me gently to my knees 
And I am lost for words, so lost in love, I'm sweetly broken, wholly surrendered 
 

And in awe of the cross, I must confess How wondrous Your redeeming love 
And how great is Your faithfulness 



THE SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 
Preface 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
 
P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because You attend to 
our needs each day. Graciously enable us to resist temptation and to rejoice in 
hope, knowing that Your angels minister to us as they did to our Lord in the 
wilderness. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising you and 
saying: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of pow’r and might!  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  



The Words of Consecration 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Distribution Songs 

COME TO THE TABLE Cloninger 
 

Come to the table of mercy,  
prepared with the wine and the bread; 
All who are hungry and thirsty, 
come and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation, 
receive from His nail scarred hand; 
Eat of the bread of salvation, 
drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

BY HIS WOUNDS Powell 
 
He was pierced for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our sins, 
The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, 
And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed. 
 
We are healed by Your sacrifice, 
And the life that You gave, 
We are healed for You paid the price, 
By Your grace we are saved, we are saved. 
 
What can wash away my sin, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 



As the Deer Nystrom 
 
As the deer panteth for the water,  
So my soul longeth after Thee. 
You alone are my hearts desire,  
And I long to worship Thee. 
You alone are my strength, my shield;  
To You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my hearts desire,  
And I long to worship Thee. 
 
You're my friend and You are my brother 
even though you are a King. 
I love you more than any other,  
So much more than anything. 
You alone are my strength, my shield;  
To You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my hearts desire,  
And I long to worship Thee. 
 
I want You more than gold or silver,  
only You can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy Giver,  
And the apple of my eye.  
You alone are my strength, my shield;  
To You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my hearts desire,  
And I long to worship Thee. 

Jesus Paid it All 
 
And I hear the Savior say Thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness watch and pray Find in Me thine all in all  
 

Chorus:  'Cause Jesus paid it all All to Him I owe 
  Sin had left a crimson stain He washed it white as snow  
 

Lord now indeed I find Thy pow'r and Thine alone 
Can change the leper's spots And melt the heart of stone   Chorus 
 

And when before the throne I stand in Him complete 
Jesus died my soul to save My lips shall still repeat    Chorus 



Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 

Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

Closing Song         Let It Rise  

Congregational Concerns 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Let the glory of the Lord rise among us,  
Let the glory of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the praises of the King rise among us,  
Let it rise. 
 

Let the songs of the Lord rise among us,  
Let the songs of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the joy of the King rise among us,  
Let it rise. O, let it rise. O, let it rise. 



Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER  8:00 Norm Finfrock 
 10:30 Michael Lawrenz 
   ORGANIST  8:00 Gwen Geisler 
   GLORIA DEI RINGERS 8:00 Directed by Ann Westra 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 Youth Band 
 LECTOR  8:00 David Olsson 
 10:30 Mike Reimnitz 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Carter Murray 
 10:30 Tyrus Pierce 
 USHERS  8:00 Henry Peepgrass, Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Collin Brinkman 
 ALTAR GUILD Rita Kratzer, Deb Shiflet, Cathy Utecht,  
  Barb Williams 
 FLOWERS Nancy Muldoon in joyful celebration of  Emilie’s 24th 
   Birthday  
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