


Organ Chorale 
 
Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness Theodore Beck 
 
Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
 Congregation, please stand. 
 
Tolling of the Bell 
 
Hymn of Worship     Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (vs. 1, 2, 8) LSB 636 

ASCENSION    †    LUTHERAN   †    CHURCH 

Maundy Thursday 
April 13, 2017—7:00 PM 

Holy Triduum Series 
 

Holy Thursday begins three services that 
form a single unit spanning three days. It is 
called the Triduum. We begin with the New 
Testament of our Lord’s body and blood. Here 
our Lord fulfills what came before, delivers to 
us His own flesh and blood, and anticipates 
the marriage feast of the Lamb without end, 
which is to come. The Passover was a yearly 
remembrance of God’s mighty act of 
deliverance, rescuing His people and 
delivering to them a new land. Tonight we see 
how these words were kept and filled with 
new promise. We have been delivered in 
Christ from sin and its death, and God has 
given us a new and eternal dwelling. This 
Holy Meal of remembrance and anticipation is 
commanded to be done often and through 
this eating and drinking of faith we receive 
the forgiveness of sins. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
P “Woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man!” 
C “It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
P Certainly there are times when we betray the Son of Man. We act carelessly and 

 selfishly in the presence of our Holy God. Therefore let us confess our sins to 
 God, our Father.  

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P O God,  
C We confess to You that we have sinned. We have betrayed You in our 

 words, actions, and thoughts. We have acted carelessly and selfishly in 
 Your presence. Yet, we know that our Lord, Jesus Christ died to take  

 our sins upon Himself, and through Him we have the assurance of  
 forgiveness. For the sake of Your Son Jesus have mercy and forgive us. 
P Our merciful God has heard our plea for forgiveness and has offered His only 

 Son to die for our forgiveness. Therefore in the stead and by the command of  
 my Lord, Jesus Christ, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father  and 

of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Kyrie (spoken) 
 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
 and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance 
 of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body 
 and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; 
 for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. Amen. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

The Old Testament: Exodus 24:3-11  
 

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they 
responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do." 
Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He got up early the 
next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve 
stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young 
Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as 
fellowship offerings to the LORD. Moses took half of the blood and put it in 
bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do 
everything the LORD has said; we will obey." Moses then took the blood, 
sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that 
the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." Moses 
and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and 
saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made 
of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. But God did not raise his hand against 
these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.  
 

L The Word of  the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-22 
 

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he 
went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, 
that is to say, not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood 
of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own 
blood, having obtained eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and 
the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify 
them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, 
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the 
living God!  
For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a 
ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.  
In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it,  
because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect 
while the one who made it is living. This is why even the first covenant was not 
put into effect without blood. When Moses had proclaimed every commandment 
of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, 
scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the 



P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 26:17-30 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Congregation, please stand out of respect to the Holy Gospel. 

Lenten Verse     Return to the Lord  (Music: LSB 157) 
 

 Return to the Lord, your God,  
 for He is gracious and merciful, 
 Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,  
 and abounding in steadfast love.  

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?"  
He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, `The Teacher says: My  
appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples 
at your house.' " So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared 
the Passover.  
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while 
they were eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me." They 
were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?" 
Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will be-
tray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that 
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been 
born." Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" 
Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you."  
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, 
gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when 
I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." When they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

people. He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded 
you to keep." In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle 
and everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly 
everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness.  



Sermon     More Than Crumbs PASTOR LARSON 
 Matthew 15:21-28 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using… 
Peace be with you 

Apostles’ Creed LSB Inside back-cover 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the Holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for 

the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, especially ______,let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of 

body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Hymn of the Day          Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed  LSB 437 



THE OFFERING 

SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 

The Preface 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Prayer 
 
P God of glory, 
C receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up from 

the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation 
may be brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from 
death to life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Offertory  He Was Despised from The Messiah by Handel 
  Anita Baresel, Solo 

P It is right and good, our duty and our delight, to give You praise and thanksgiving, 
almighty God, our Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, who set His Table 
in the presence of our enemies and delivered to us in a wonderful sacrament the 
heavenly food of His flesh and blood for us and for the life of the whole world. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 



The Words of Consecration 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Agnus Dei  



THE RECEPTION & DISTRIBUTION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent 
of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body 
and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intol-
erance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms 
crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, 
the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

Hymns during the Distribution 
 

 One Bread, One Body WOV 710 
 Glory Be to Jesus LSB 433 
 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 

Communion Benediction 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  
C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 



The Stripping of the Altar 

Following the LAST SUPPER with his disciples, Jesus went out to the Garden 
of Gethsemane, where he was betrayed, arrested, taken to Caiaphas and Pilate, 
stripped, beaten, and sentenced to death. The altar is stripped in preparation 
for Good Friday. Symbolically, this points to Christ, stripped of his power and 
glory, who is now in the hands of his captors. 

Psalm 22 
 
L They parted My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing. 
C My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from 

saving Me, from the words of My groaning? O My God, I cry by day, but You 
do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. Yet You are holy, enthroned 
on the praises of Israel. In You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You 
delivered them. To You they cried and were rescued; in You they trusted and 
were not put to shame. 

 
L They parted My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing. 
C But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the 

people. All who see Me mock Me; they make mouths at Me; they wag their 
heads; “He trusts in the Lord; let Him deliver Him; let Him rescue Him, for 
He delights in Him!” Yet You are He who took Me from the womb; You made 
me trust You at My mother’s breasts. On You was I cast from My birth, and 
from My mother’s womb You have been My God. Be not far from Me, for 
trouble is near, and there is none to help. 

 
L They parted My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing. 
C Many bulls encompass Me; strong bulls of Bashan surround Me; they open 

wide their mouths at Me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 
 I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like 
wax; it is melted within My breast; My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and My tongue sticks to My jaws; you lay Me in the dust of death. For dogs 
encompass Me; a company of evildoers encircles Me; they have pierced My 
hands and feet— I can count all My bones— they stare and gloat over Me; 
they divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots. 

L They parted My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing. 
 
C But You, O Lord, do not be far off! O You My help, come quickly to My aid! 

Deliver My soul from the sword, My precious life from the power of the dog! 
Save Me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued Me from the horns of 
the wild oxen! I will tell of Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the 
congregation I will praise You: You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you 
offspring of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of 



Israel! For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, 
and He has not hidden His face from Him, but has heard, when He cried to 
Him. 

 
L They parted My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing. 
C From You comes My praise in the great congregation; My vows I will 

perform before those who fear Him. The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 
those who seek Him shall praise the Lord! May your hearts live forever! All 
the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the 
families of the nations shall worship before You. For kingship belongs to 
the Lord, and He rules over the nations. All the prosperous of the earth eat 
and worship; before Him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the 
one who could not keep himself alive. Posterity shall serve Him; it shall be 
told of the Lord to the coming generation; they shall come and proclaim His 
righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has done it. 

 
L They parted My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing. 



The Dismissal: We depart silently 

†               †               † 
 

After a moment of silent prayer, Pastor will exit the chancel. 
Worshippers may then either stay for prayer or leave quietly in the 
darkness. As part of our Holy Week worship life, we observe, in part, 
an ancient custom of the early Christian Church. Beginning with the 
evening worship on Maundy Thursday and continuing through Holy 
Saturday's Easter Vigil, these services were considered to be one 
service and called the Triduum (The Three Days). Even though 
people go home to rest and carry out their necessary 
responsibilities, they are encouraged to remember that at least in 
spirit, they are still "worshiping" and remembering the events of Holy 
Week.  No benediction concludes this service as an indication that 
the service continues for two more days.  The name Maundy 
Thursday comes from the Latin word mandatum, which means 
commandment.  It is taken from Jesus' words to the disciples in 
John 13:34: "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another."  
Tonight, we remember the first Passover meal and celebrate the meal 
that was given to us when Jesus celebrated Passover---on the night 
when He was betrayed. There is no benediction or organ voluntary, 
reminding us that Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter are 
one continuous worship service, focusing on the central events of 
our salvation. There is an integral unity between Christ offering his 
Body and Blood in the Sacrament, and the offering of his life on the 
cross. 

Serving in Worship  
 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER   Don Loptien 
 ORGANIST Diana Gaide 
 SOLO Anita Baresel 
 LECTOR Margo Pasha 
 ACOLYTE Will Schwerin 


