




ASCENSION    †    LUTHERAN   †    CHURCH 
Littleton, Colorado 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

April 9, 2017 - 8:00 and 10:30 am 

Please gather on the patio by the Bell Tower. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David. 
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna in the highest. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: John 12:12–19 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus 
was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet 
him, shouting, 
 

“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming,  
seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
 

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified 
did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these 
things had been done to him. 
Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because 
they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the 
Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after him!” 



The Hymn in Procession     All Glory, Laud, and Honor   LSB 442
  
  Refrain: 
 
    All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, 
    To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1
 You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son, 

 Now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One.  Refrain. 
 
2
 The company of angels is praising you on high; 

 Creation and all mortals in chorus make reply.  Refrain. 
 
3 

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went. 
 Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.  Refrain. 
 
4
 To you, before your Passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 

 To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  Refrain. 

PLEASE FOLLOW THE PASTOR INTO THE SANCTUARY. 
WHEN ALL HAVE GATHERED IN THE SANCTUARY, PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING. 

The Blessing of the Palms   (Congregation raises their palm branches.) 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P We praise and thank You for redeeming us through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Today we recall that He entered the city of Jerusalem in triumph and was 
acknowledged as the Son of David and the King of kings by those who scattered 
their coats and their palm branches in His path. We ask now that You bless 
these palm branches and bless us who carry them that they may remind us that 
Jesus is King and Lord of our lives and that we may follow Him with full and 
fervent faith. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
P Let us go forth in peace, 
C ...in the name of the Lord. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
 

The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that 
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to 
listen like one being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I 
have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back. I offered my back to those who 
beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face 
from mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be 
disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to 
shame.  
He who vindicates me is near.  
Who then will bring charges against me?  
Let us face each other!  
Who is my accuser?  
Let him confront me!  
It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.  
Who is he that will condemn me?  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
   

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 



Children’s Meditation (10:30 am) PASTOR LARSON 
 
 
Hymn of the Day     Hosanna, Loud Hosanna   LSB 443 
 
 
Sermon     Something’s Missing PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: John 12:12-19 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P The Father demonstrated His great love for us in sending His Son to be our  
 Savior. This same heavenly Father invites us to come to Him in prayer, and so  
 in prayer we cry out,  
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
P Saving Lord, this Holy Week, may we remember anew the events of the first  
 Holy Week, rejoicing in the forgiveness that Your Son won for us on the cross.  
 In prayer we cry out, 
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
P Lord of the Church, work in the hearts and minds of those who have been  
 baptized in Your name, but who now neglect to gather together with us as we  
 worship in Your name. Work in their hearts and lives that they may repent and 
 gladly hear and learn Your Word. In prayer we cry out, 
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
P Almighty God, grant strength and courage to those who proclaim Your name in 
 places where the Gospel of Jesus is actively opposed. Keep them steadfast in 
 Your Word even in the midst of persecution that Your Church may grow and be 
 blessed. In prayer we cry out, 
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
P In this time of prayer, we also make our petitions for the sick, the shut-in, and  
 all who are in need of our intercession, [especially . . .], that their prayers may  
 be answered and that they may be supported by God’s people with care.  
 Blessed Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P O Lord, grant that we receive Your Son’s true body and blood in repentance of 
 faith so that it may be for the forgiveness of all our sins. Give us also unity of  
 confession and faith as the Body of Christ. In prayer we cry out, 
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
P Hear our prayers for the sake of our Savior, who suffered and died that we might 
 have life. 
C Hosanna! Amen. 

Nicene Creed LSB (Inside back-cover) 



THE OFFERING 

Offertory (8:00 a.m.)  Come All People, Raise the Song          Stan Pethel 
             Ascension Chorale 
 
Offertory (10:30 a.m.) Hosanna             Michael W. Smith 

Offertory Prayer 
 
P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using 
...Peace be with you. 



SERVICE  
OF THE  

SACRAMENT 
The Preface 
 
P The Lord be with you.     

C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.      

C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord  our God.   

C It is right to give Him thanks and 
 praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. You invite Your people 
to repent of their sins and turn to You in faith, trusting in Your promise of salvation 
in the cross of Calvary and the empty Easter tomb. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glori-
ous name, evermore praising You and saying:  

 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord 
 God of power and might: 
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 



HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  

The Agnus Dei (Music: LSB 163) 
 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
 Grant us peace. 

The Words of Consecration 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Benediction Hymn     Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB 441  

Congregational Concerns 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Organ Chorale     Canticle on St. Fulbert Gordon Slater 

Benediction 
 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  
C Amen. 

Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

Hymns during the Distribution 
 
 Instrumental  Aria from Bb Major Lute Suite         Ernst Gottlieb Baron 
                     Guitar, David Olsson 
  
 My Song is Love Unknown          LSB 430 
 Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain         LSB 435 





Serving in Worship 
 
 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER  8:00   Norm Finfrock 
 10:30 Larry Buethe 
 ORGANIST Diana Gaide 
 CHOIR  8:00 The Ascension Chorale; Diana Gaide,  
  accompanist 
 CRUCIFER  8:00 Connor Rossi  
 LECTOR  8:00 Ted Lemke 
 10:30 Margo Pasha 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Camryn Goff 
 10:30 Dominick Ortiz 
 USHERS  8:00 Barry Kratzer, Members of the Congregation 
 10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the Congregation 
 ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson, Charmaine 
  Rohde 
 FLOWERS Ellen Thompson, in loving memory of her 
  husband, Ralph, who died 8 years ago 
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