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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

On many church calendars, the Fifth Sunday in Lent is designated as Passion 
Sunday. In these closing days of the Lenten season, our devotion becomes 
more focused as we look to the cross of Christ and see the great sacrifice He 
made for us. That sacrifice for us by our Lord Jesus was total and costly. And it 
was necessary. Without the Passion of our Lord, we would be left in death, 
darkness, and despair. We say with Paul: “Thanks be to God for His 
inexpressible gift!” 



Music for Meditation   
 

 Amazing Grace arr. Wilbur Held 
 
Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 
Tolling of the Bell 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

Hymn of Worship In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 

INVOCATION 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES  
 
P The Lord is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us. 
C Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
P You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; 
C You are my God; I will extol You. 
P Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
C for His steadfast love endures forever! 

Divine  
Service 



Kyrie (spoken) 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C Have mercy on us sinners. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C Have mercy on us sinners. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C Have mercy on us sinners, and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His 

forgiveness. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and 

repent of our sins—those of which we are not aware and those we know 
full well. We do not love You and other people as we ought. We are often 
careless with Your creation and heedless in choosing the proper priorities 
in our lives. It is our intent to say and do that which honors You. For the 
sake of Jesus, grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed 
people, we may be fit places for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and may 
serve You in time and in eternity. 

P God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; He will surely do it. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 O God, by the suffering and death of Your Son, You redeemed this fallen world. 

Grant eternal joy to Your faithful people, whom You have delivered from the 
danger of everlasting death, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 
LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back 
and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 
bones that were very dry. He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I 
said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to 
these bones and say to them, `Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon 
you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. 
Then you will know that I am the LORD.' " So I prophesied as I was commanded. 
And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones 
came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them 
and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
"Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, `This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into 
these slain, that they may live.' " So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army. 
Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, `Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' 
Therefore prophesy and say to them: `This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O 
my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you 
will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.' "  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Holy Baptism        Theodore Asher Brehmer  
  LSB 268 - 271 
 
Baptism Hymn     See This Wonder in the Making LSB 593 



Congregation, please stand. 

Lenten Verse     Return to the Lord  

Epistle: Romans 8:1-11 
 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the 
law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was 
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in 
order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who 
do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. Those who 
live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set 
on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It 
does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful 
nature cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature 
but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your 
body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you.  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 



The Holy Gospel: John 11:17-27, 38-53 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you 
ask." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha answered, "I know 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" "Yes, 
Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was 
to come into the world."  
 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone 
laid across the entrance. "Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 
been there four days." Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that 
they may believe that you sent me." When he had said this, Jesus called in a 
loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, 
"Take off the grave clothes and let him go." Therefore many of the Jews who 
had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. But 
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then 
the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. "What are 
we accomplishing?" they asked. "Here is this man performing many miraculous 
signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the 
Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation." Then one of 
them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, "You know 
nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the 
people than that the whole nation perish." He did not say this on his own, but as 
high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 
and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring 
them together and make them one. So from that day on they plotted to take his 
life. 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Sermon      PASTOR LARSON 

Hymn of the Day  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Grant grace, we pray, in mercy, Lord. We pray for Your kingdom on earth. Around 
the globe may there be an increase of the Word of life. May the Spirit’s power be 
made evident in the Church, as it reaches out to all parts of the world, bringing 
the good news of sins forgiven through Christ to every place. Gracious God, in 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Grant love, we pray, in mercy, Lord. We pray for our household of faith, for our 

families, and for our neighborhoods, that we may be filled with a sense of 
appreciation for all Your good gifts. As we are blessed by the care of others, so 
may we bless them with care in Your name. Loving God, in mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
C Grant health, we pray, in mercy, Lord. We pray at this time for the sick, the shut-

in, and all who this day are in need of our intercession, [especially . . .], that their 
prayers may be soon answered and that they may be supported by God’s people 
with care in the name of Christ. Healing God, in mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Grant care, we pray, in mercy, Lord. Lead us by the working of the Holy Spirit to 

do that which God intends for us to do, bringing aid to the poor and hope to the 
oppressed, working for justice in our communities, and being agents of care and 
concern in our circles of relationship. Caring God, in mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Grant blessing, we pray, in mercy, Lord. As we remember with gratitude those 

sisters and brothers in Christ whose journeys on earth have been completed, 
may we be guided by the Spirit in ways that honor their earthly lives and bring 
blessings to others as we anticipate the eternal joys to be shared with them in 
the courts of heaven. Ever-living God, in mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 



THE OFFERING 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using 
...Peace be with you 

Offertory  I Want Jesus to Walk With Me WOV 660 
  Ascension Chorale & Congregation 
 

 Verse 1 — Women 
 Verse 2 — Men 
 Verse 3 — All 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and  

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  



THE  
GREAT  

THANKSGIVING 

Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy (vs. 4)      LSB 507 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You 
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy,  
Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise  
Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Consecration 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



Agnus Dei 

Communion Benediction 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 

Hymns during the Distribution 
 

 Your Table I Approach LSB 728
 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623 
 My Faith Looks Up to Thee LSB 702 
 O Bless the Lord, My Soul LSB 814 



Benediction 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

 
C Amen. 

Closing Hymn     On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921 

Congregational Concerns 
 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Organ Voluntary     Darwall arr. Healey Willan 



Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
   ORGANIST  8:00 Ann Kaneko & Meg Lewis 
   ASCENSION CHORALE 8:00 Directed by Ann Westra 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 Youth Band 
 LECTOR  8:00 Norm Hemsmeyer 
 10:30 Dave Hitztaler 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Chrissy Coon 
 10:30 Ben Dierking 
 USHERS  8:00 Clyde Wiggins, Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Members of  the Congregation 
 SERVER  10:30 Denise Lucero 
 ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson, Charmaine Rohde 
 FLOWERS Tom & Pat Lytle, in joyful celebration of  their 45th  
  Wedding Anniversary on April 15 
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